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Exclusive 
Interview with 
Superintendent 
Ligia Noriega- 
Murphy, Part 2
This is the second half of the interview. 
The first half was published in the last 
edition.

Do you have any comments 
on the student walkout?

 
I was surprised. When I found 

out, I wanted to talk to the students 
in-person because I feel that’s the 
best way to communicate. How-
ever, there was a change of plans at 
the last minute.

If invited, I would be more than 

Kevin Exilhomme runs the ball. NATHAN DEAN

Daniel O’Toole
Head of Sports

Ryan Coggswell
Reporter

There is no better way to mark the 
135th anniversary of the historic 

Thanksgiving Day football rivalry 
between Malden and Medford than 
hosting the game at the Boston Red 
Sox’s Fenway Park.

Both sides were ready to renew 
this rivalry, as Malden was looking 
to pick up their 69th all-time win 
against Medford, and the Mustangs 
vying to snap the Golden Tornados’ 
six-game winning streak dating 
back to 2015.

After the ceremonial coin toss 
at midfield featuring past players 
from each team, Malden would elect 
to receive the ball and with that, 

the fans were ready to watch the 
second-oldest high school football 
rivalry kick-off.

As Medford kicker Matthew 
Wright blasted the ball down the 
field, sophomore Kevin Exilhomme 
originally muffed the kick but re-
covered quickly; Exilhomme would 
take the ball 95 yards to the house to 
score his first of three touchdowns 
on the day, reminiscent of Davian 

McGuffies’ opening kickoff touch-
down during last year’s Thanks-
giving game. With the PAT being 
blocked by Medford, Malden would 
lead the game 6-0 with only 15 sec-
onds off the clock. Another pitiful 
Medford mistake would be taken 
advantage of by Malden after the 
Mustangs coughed the ball up and 
free safety Felix DaCosta scooped 
it up and ran back 46 yards for an-
other Golden Tornados touchdown. 
Senior Kyle Paulding would extend 
the lead to 14-0 after rushing in for 
the two-point conversion. Without a 
single offensive play being called by 
Malden, they held a two-possession 
lead and scored more points than 
they did in last year’s game, which 
had a final score of 12-10.

Malden would continue to 
show their dominance on defense in 
the next drive after junior Karl Lange 
sacked Medford’s quarterback 
Chris Difronzo for a loss of eight 
yards on third down to bring out 
special teams. However, things did 
not look too good for Malden after 
they muffed the punt, and Medford 
was able to pick up the ball at Mal-
den’s 40-yard line. Once again, the 
Golden Tornados’ defense would 
halt the Mustangs after a tackle-for-
loss by junior Joey Fils highlighted 
a drive that included three straight 
incompletions and Medford turning 
the ball over on a loss of downs.

With their backs against their 
endzone, Malden needed a big play 
to take pressure off of the offense, 
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glad to talk to all the students. The 
more we communicate, the better 
our understanding. I fully support 
students, teachers, and anyone who 
wants to have their voices heard. I 
think that’s the best way and it re-
flects as well as affirms our district’s 
culture of validating student voice. 
I come from a country where there 
is not much freedom of expression; 
therefore I value working in a dis-
trict that values such freedoms.

Instead of initiating meetings, 
I prefer to be invited to meetings 
by students so that they can voice 
their concerns or questions.  I love 
to communicate. In fact, last year, I 
met with students twice at the Mal-
den High School gallery. We had 
good conversations and questions. I 
answered whatever I could answer 
within my purview as the Superin-
tendent.

I also met with a few students 
from Haiti. They were telling me 
their perspectives and ideas about 
what can be improved in the school.  
The Feminism Club members and I 
had the opportunity to meet as well. 
They provided invaluable feedback 
to the design of the code of con-
duct and the handbook. One of the 
things they suggested to us was that 
the code of conduct and handbook 
should follow the same guidelines.  
This included the dress code policy.

Do you have plans to gather 
more student voices? In any of 
your upcoming decisions?

 
The answer is absolutely yes!  

Last year, I was able to meet with 
many students in our five  middle 
schools and in our high school. The 
information students shared  with 
me provided  more opportunities to 
hear their concerns on a wide range 
of topics from course offerings at the 
high school to the creating a safe and 
welcoming school environment.

For example newcomers ex-
pressed their feelings about how 
they were perceived by others 
especially during lunch time. They 
gave great suggestions on how to 
improve the way that we welcome 
students in our schools. 

In other conversations, stu-
dents expressed the need to have 
equal instructional time in Math and 
ELA. Their feedback was extremely 
important to our equity lens. Right 
after the meeting, I asked the direc-
tors and principals to do a survey of 
instructional minutes across content 
and grade levels. Moving this work 
in the district involves students, 
educators, principals, parents, care-
givers, and community members.

We value students’ input as 
they bring a critical perspective to 

the work. We can always learn from 
each other as we align the district 
with the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) 
requirements and guidelines. 

Do you have any specific 
plans to continue to attract teachers 
to this district, especially teachers 
of color, and teachers who speak 
another language?

We are very proud that this 
year we recruited more educators 
who are bilingual and reflect the 
demographics of our students. This 
is the result of our strategic priority 
to recruit Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color (BIPOC).  

We also focus on retaining our 
BIPOC staff by partnering with a 
few higher education organizations 
to support their pursuit of a teach-
ing or administrative  license and 
to continue their own professional 
development.

How will you know when 
Malden High School has achieved 
success? What are you looking for 
to define this?

 

There are several indicators 
prescribed by DESE to monitor all 
schools’ progress and accountability 
standing. These are some examples 
of the indicators that the DESE uses 
to determine schools’ accountabil-
ity level: MCAS results, attendance-
chronic absenteeism, MassCore 
course comple-
tion, dropout 
and graduation 
rate, as well as 
increase stu-
dents’ academic 
growth and per-
formance. 

We have 
eleven years of 
comparative ac-
countability data 
that shows that 
in the last 10 
years, our high 
school has not 
moved from its 
17% accountabil-
ity status. This 
year the school 
moved to 19% 
and improved 
the MCAS par-

ticipation rate from 68% to 98%. We 
continue to work closely with the 
school administration, faculty, and 
staff to make sure that our account-
ability ranking and student achieve-
ment continues to improve.
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With school pride seen in every 
nook and cranny of Malden 

High, spirit week is consistently the 
school event with the most student 
participation. Starting with Culture 
Day and ending with Wacky Tacky 
day, students spent November 16th 
through November 23rd following 
dress-up prompts to earn points 
for the Pep Rally and show their 
spirit. Teachers counted how many 
students participated at 8am dur-
ing first period and sent the list to 
Paul Marques, advisor of National 
Honor Society. The year with the 
highest participation would earn 
the most points for the Pep Rally 
competitions. NHS plans spirit 
week and Pep Rally annually, so 
there were high expectations for 
this year.

The first day was Culture Day, 
where students simply dressed 
with something pertaining to their 
culture. The prompt was open-
ended and students could follow 
it as they wished. Some students 
wore formal attire with cultural 
significance, while others added 
flags of their culture to their ac-
cessories. Junior Marianne “Mari” 
Rivadeniera concluded that “it 
was nice to see all different kinds 
of backgrounds of the students.”

Anything but a Bag Day has 

been popular across the country for 
the past year and a half. Students 
are instructed to carry their books 
and belongings in a non-traditional 
sense. Shopping carts, guitar cases, 
shipping boxes, and a myriad of 
other containers flooded the halls. 
One teacher exclaimed, “I had for-
gotten it was spirit week! One of 
my students came in carrying the 
largest pot I have ever seen; I was 
so confused.” They later noted that 
everyone seemed to be “having a 
lot of fun,” and was glad to see the 
excitement among students.

As a repeat of last year, the 
third day was Twin Day. Students 
dressed identically to another stu-
dent, or, with permission, a teacher. 
Some even took it a step further and 
matched as groups. Rivadeneira 
matched with both fellow junior 
Emma Spignese-Smolinsky and 
band teacher Ms. Foley. 

As spirit week carried over 
past the weekend, students re-
turned on Monday for Pajama Day. 
Everyone participating wore sleep-
wear to school that day, compared 
to their usual semi-casual attire.  
“My favorite day was Pajama Day, 
because I wear pajamas all the time 
anyway,” sophomore Natalie Keat-
ing deadpanned. 

Tuesday was the long-awaited 
Pep Rally, and also Blue and Gold 
Day. The epitome of school spirit; 

students were instructed to dress in 
Malden’s colors. After third period, 
all students headed down to the 
gymnasium for Pep Rally events.

Despite numbers not counting 
for the Pep Rally competitions, one 
more day of spirit week was hosted 
on the half-day on Wednesday: 
Wacky Tacky day. Students wore 
non-conventional clothes and cloth-
ing combinations, such as back-
wards hoodies, clashing color com-
binations, and aggressively-bright 
accessories. With a goal in mind to 
cause an eye-sore, many students 
created the worst best outfits.

Despite some spirit week 
theme options being left out, the 
general consensus was in favor of 
the days chosen. There were some 

changes from the themes of years 
past., so some students have ideas 
for what they would like to see 
next year. Keating joked that the 
only change she would make next 
year is to include an “emo day.” 
Rivadeneira added, “I would love 
to have an Adam Sandler day or 
Bikers v. Surfers.”

There was plenty of work 
that went on behind the scenes 
of spirit week: NHS members 
chose which themes to include or 
exclude, prepared for Pep Rally, 
determined spirit teams, and or-
ganized everything.

Despite spirit week and Pep 
Rally ending, school spirit is al-
ways in the air, and this time next 
year we shall see its return.

SpiritSpirit  WeekWeek
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Editorial

The Blue and Gold is an open forum for 
student expression. It is produced by students 
for the school and the community. The views 
presented in this paper are not necessarily those 
of the advisor or the school administration. The 
views presented in the editorials are those of the 
editors-in-chief or guests. The goal of The Blue 
and Gold is to inform and entertain students as 
well as the community regarding issues that we 
feel are important.

We strongly encourage readers to respond 
to material printed in the form of signed letters to 
the editors. No libelous, malicious, defamatory, 
obscene, or unsigned material will be printed. 
The Blue and Gold reserves the right to edit the let-
ters. Names may be withheld upon request. Not 
all letters will be printed. 

Although The Blue and Gold appreciates the 
support of advertisers, we may refuse any ad-
vertisement that violates the above policy or that 
promotes products questionable to student use.

Any correspondence concerning this publi-
cation should be directed to Mr. Ryan Gallagher’s 
room in J387 or to his mailbox in the main office.

The Blue and Gold
c/o Malden High School

77 Salem Street
Malden, MA 02148

Editorial PolicyFollow Us on 
Social Media!

@theblueandgold@theblueandgold
@_humansofmhs@_humansofmhs

@MHSBlueand Gold

@maldenblueand-
gold

The Blue and Gold

The Malden Blue 
and Gold

The HolidaysDivina Wembi
Head of Photography

With the end of the year coming 
up so fast. There are a lot of 

things that make people feel a cer-
tain way about the holidays. For this 
time of year, most people tend to be 
stressed about school, adjusting to 
the cold, or financial stress like buy-
ing gifts for Christmas. 

Throughout the ups and downs 
of the holiday season, it’s important 
to remember to reflect and be thank-
ful for the people that helped you 
get through the year. For example, 
during this season I normally stay 
home with my family and enjoy the 
quality time we spend together be-
fore we all go to work.

One thing my family does dur-
ing the holidays is to have as many 

family dinners as possible. The main 
thing my family tries to center on 
is quality time since in the average 
week we all barely see each other. 
Most families no matter what reli-
gion you believe or celebrate value 
spending time with one another.

Many people like myself like 
to go away with their family to a 
resort in or out of state, kind of like 
a forced way to spend time together 
but fun. As for myself, I tend to try 
to spend time with my older sister 
since she and I rarely see each other 
on the average week because of our 
schedules. My older sister and I 
tend to watch shows that we forgot 
about or just talk for hours about the 
things that we missed over the past 

few weeks. 
Another thing that we forget 

to do is reflect. Reflect on how we 
survived another year because of 
the people that have made it a little 
easier. For most people this year, 
relied on their family and friends 
to help them through certain situa-
tions. A way where a lot of people 
have reflected is by saying thanks 
to the people that have held them 
down.

 “Winter, a lingering season, is 
a time to gather golden moments, 
embark upon a sentimental journey, 
and enjoy every idle hour.” –John 
Boswell

The quote above is really re-
minding all of us to enjoy the mo-

ments with our family and friends 
this winter since it’s the time when 
we all get to look back on the year. 
Whether it’s happy or sad moments, 
it’s important to remember that we 
weren’t alone in those moments. 

Honestly, that’s what the holi-
day season is truly about regardless 
of the religion you believe. Learning 
how to use the lessons that you’ve 
learned this year to help you under-
stand how you can become a better 
student/person next year. The holi-
days may be sad for some but it’s 
always important to remember that 
there are always going to be brighter 
days.

Step Team performing at Pep Rally. JESSICA LI
The choir sings the National Anthem before the start of 
activities. JESSICA LI

Class of 2024 doing overunder at Pep Rally. DANI 
LICONA-CRUZ

Dance team performing at Pep Rally. JESSICA LIClass of 2025 doing overunder at Pep 
Rally. JESSICA LI
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 Ethiopia v. Tigray Conflict Resolved
The Tigray War was an armed 

conflict that started in Novem-
ber 2020 and has recently come to 
an end as of November 3rd, 2022. Ti-
gray is a region in the northernmost 
regional state of Ethiopia. Along 
with this region of Ethiopia being 
known as “Region 1” with its capital 
and largest city being Mekelle, they 
are also known for starting and be-
ing a part of The Tigrayan People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) which con-
trols much of the rebellious region.

This war between Tigray and 
Ethiopia did not come out of no-
where, it was the result of built-up 
tension between TPLF and the gov-
ernment of Ethiopia and Eritrea, a 
neighboring country. The fight broke 
out when Tigrayan security forces 
attacked the Northern Command 
Headquarters of the Ethiopian Na-
tional Defence. And because of this, 
it was ordered that a military offen-
sive was to be sent against regional 
forces in Tigray. Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed said he did 
so in response to the attack on the 
Northern Command Headquarters 
of the Ethiopian National Defense.

Since 1994, Ethiopia has had 
a federal system in which different 
ethnic groups control the affairs of 
10 regions, which was problematic 
because of the separation of people. 
Throughout the years Ethiopia 
became more stable but concerns 
about human rights and the level 
of democracy were continually 
questioned and fought against by 
citizens. In response to levels of pro-
test, it then led the government to 
appoint Mr. Abiy as prime minister.

Although this was a win for 
most Ethiopian citizens, Tigray’s 
leaders saw Mr. Abiy’s reforms as 
an attempt to centralize power and 
destroy Ethiopia’s federal system. 
More than two million of Tigray’s 
six million people have fled their 
homes since November of 2021 
when Mr. Abiy ordered an invasion 
after the TPLF fighters captured fed-
eral military bases.

Now, a year later, through all of 
the suffering Tigrayans were forced 
to go through, both governments 
have finally come to an agreement, 
but of course, this comes with com-
promises from both sides. One being 
Tigrayan forces are to be disarmed 
and refrain from supporting any 
other armed groups. And as a conse-
quence of Ethiopia not valuing their 
citizens, the European Union froze 
budget support to Ethiopia, and the 
United States suspended Ethiopia’s 
much-valued preferential trading 
status over human rights abuses 
committed during the war, includ-
ing gang rapes and mass killings of 
civilians by the Ethiopian military 
and its allies. Although these might 
seem like drastic measures to go 
through, the Ethiopian government 
is starting to feel the effect of their 
past decisions on citizens.

The pause of help from coun-
tries around the world has actually 
drawn attention to the treatment 
of Ethiopians due to their govern-
ment. So much so that the ban 
on the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF), which controls much 
of the rebellious region, would be 
lifted, and it would be recognized 
as a political party. And not only 
was a truce signed on November 3, 
2022, but it also concluded access to 

humanitarian aid, the restoration 
of services such as telecommunica-
tions and banking to the country’s 
Tigray region, and the cessation of 
hate speech. This is a huge step for 
Ethiopia considering that this con-
flict has killed tens of thousands of 
people, left hundreds of thousands 
facing famine, and destroyed health 
and education infrastructure across 
large parts of northern Ethiopia.

Although this problem might 
seem like continents away for most 
of us, plenty of American-born 
Ethiopians feel the effect of their 
country’s past conflicts and new 
solutions. Meklit Abel, a sophomore 
at MHS who is both from Tigray 
and Ethiopia, said “I’m honestly 
so happy that the conflict has been 
resolved. I feel like it was really 
dangerous for my family back in 
Tigray and Addis Ababa, the capital 
of Ethiopia, to express or even talk 
about what tribe they’re from.” 
She added that she hopes that “the 
government can start doing a better 
job at caring for Ethiopian people.” 
Though these conflicts saddened 
her, being from both parts, she feels 
that it is bringing her country closer 
saying “From this conflict being re-
solved, I feel like many of them have 
gone back to claiming Ethiopia is for 
all of us and that although we may 
all come from different tribes, we 
are all one!”

Dina Genene, a sophomore at 
MHS who is Ethiopian, said “I still 
feel for those that are struggling in 
Ethiopia. So many people have died 
because of the ethnic violence and 
it hurts to see those fleeing for their 
lives and in need of.”

The conflict of Ethiopia and 
Tigray is just devasting and it is 

saddening to see discrimination of 
humans that come from the same 
place turning against each other

For further information on the 
subject:

“Ethiopian government, Ti-
grayan forces agree to truce after 2 
years of war” by Katharine Houreld 
https://www.washingtonpost.
com/world/2022/11/02/ethiopia-
tigray-war-truce/

This is truly a helpful article 
because it thoroughly explains the 
conflict between Ethiopia and Ti-
gray without being biased towards 
any side specifically. It makes clear 
the importance of these two coun-
tries coming to a truce/agreement 
after two whole years of war. 

“Ethiopia’s gov’t and Tigrayan 
forces agree to end two-year war” 
posted by Al Jazeera English on 
youtube

This video was helpful in 
showing what was going on with 
the long-awaited truce between 
Ethiopia and Tigray while it was ac-
tually happening. Plus towards the 
end they added clips of the damage 
the war did and how this country 
planned to move forward.

“Why Is Ethiopia at War With 
Itself?” by Declan Walsh and Abdi 
Latif Dahir https://www.nytimes.
com/article/ethiopia-tigray-con-
flict-explained.html

Just from the length of this 
article, you can tell it contains lots 
of information but it was also good 
at staying on topic with the title 
“Why Is Ethiopia at War With Itself” 
going almost thirty years back to 
when conflicts became serious and 
continuing throughout the coming 
years.

Hajar Azegza
Reporter

Photo by Sylvain Trigalet (distributed via imaggeo.egu.eu)
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Science National Science National 
Honor Society Honor Society 
Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 
CardsCards
Edmund Kam
Reporter

With the Thanksgiving season 
passing, the Science National 

Honors Society (SNHS) decided 
to continue a yearly tradition that 
started in 2020.

The Science National Honor 
Society is an organization within 
Malden High School that organizes 
events to benefit the community and 
fundraise. It is “a safe environment 
that fosters our members’ interests 
in the scientific field,” said Historian 
Edmond Chen. Some prior events 
they have held during this school 
year were a bike path clean-up and 
a bake sale. In addition to Chen, 
other officers are President Saura 
Rathore, Vice President Rachel Lin, 
Treasurer Ngan Nguyen, and Secre-
tary Chaimaa Assli, who is also an 
editor-in-chief of The Blue and Gold.

Former officers first started 
the idea for creating teacher ap-
preciation cards in previous years. 
Historian Edmond Chen noted that 
their vision of making Thanksgiving 
cards was based on that. He stated 
that it was, “to honor the MHS 
staff who work so diligently for 
our sake.” He then added, “What 
better time to do that [than] during 
the time of year [when] people are 
meant to show their gratitude to 
those who they value?”

Members of SNHS were tasked 
with making a minimum of five to 
ten cards. With more than 400 cards 
to complete, members worked dili-
gently to meet the November 21st 
deadline. Those creating cards were 
not assigned to a teacher or staff and 
could create cards for a specific per-
son. After they fulfilled the required 
number of cards, members were 
allowed to make cards for anybody 
else.

After members finished the 
cards, the club officers organized 
cards by the names of staff members 
and delivered them afterward.

Treasurer Ngan Nguyen ex-
pressed, “[It is] awesome to know 
how even a card can positively 
impact someone’s life because you 
never know what someone is going 
through.”

A message Nguyen perceived 
from this event was that “it’s always 
important to be grateful and appreci-
ate the people that have helped you 
in some way or another.” Nguyen 
thought that “being able to give back 
to [the people] as a club makes the 
event extra special.” She added that 
“we’re all working together to make 
sure the teachers/faculty members 
understand how important they are 
to us.”

In addition to Thanksgiving 

cards, the SNHS will host a toy 
drive for the upcoming holiday 
break. Chen said they hope to “im-
prove the lives of kids” by collecting 
toys and distributing them to those 
“spending their Christmas in hospi-
tals.” Their goal, like this event, is to 
“give back to others.”

Chen expressed that after wit-
nessing the event, he felt “really 
touched.” It meant a lot to him when 
he thought about its impact on the 
staff. He added that he felt proud to 
be a part of the organization as an 
officer and hopes “we continue to 
make a difference together.” Chen 
finally stated that “this event is a 
reminder of what I am thankful for 
during this time of year.”

Nguyen concluded that she 
was glad to work with members 
of the club, including advisor Kate 
Haskell, to make this event possible.

Zhi Zhu
Reporter

Malden Overcoming Addiction Malden Overcoming Addiction 
FundraiserFundraiser

Malden Overcoming Addic-
tion (MOA) hosted their 

annual “Rock Addiction” Fund-
raiser that was a night to remem-
ber! Members of the community 
gathered at Malden Moose on 562 
Broadway November 12th for a 
fun night with many activities.

Tickets were $25,  and people 
of all ages could attend the event. 
Kids were welcome, and even the 
Mayor of Malden Gary Christen-
son was there. The attendees were 
treated to live music, food, raffle 
prizes, and a speaker portion. The 
speaker portion had three indi-
viduals who went in and spoke 
about their recovery stories and 

is “Stop the Stigma” day, a day in 
March when MOA goes to schools 
across Malden and distributes blue 
ribbons for students and teachers 
to wear in support of stopping the 
stigma associated with addiction.

When asked why “Rock Addic-
tion,” was rock-themed, Hammers-
ley replied that it was “probably 
[from] myself as I’m a music guy, I 
even got on stage and sang with the 
band…the wording works too. [It’s] 
a ‘Rock Addiction’, [and] we want 
to kinda ‘knock it out.’”

how they were helped through Mal-
den Overcoming Addiction.

The MOAfundraiser helped 
raise money for the organization, 
and, in turn, towards helping people 
in Malden who struggle with sub-
stance use disorders.

MOA President Paul Hammer-
sley mentioned that “these individ-
uals came to us when they needed 
help; we helped them [become so-
ber], and they share their [recovery] 
stories [now].” Their stories have 
highlighted the MOA’s work and 
the support they give.

MOA is a self-sufficient orga-
nization, meaning they raise money 
through  fundraisers and the few 
grants they receive. They run two 
fundraisers a year; one of them is 
a comedy night in May. The other, 
“Rock Addiction,” is generally run 
in November, where they bring in 
a band called “Nothin’ But a Good 
Time”, a Poison tribute band from 
the ‘80s.

One of many things that MOA 
also does that many may recognize 

Mayor of Malden Gary Christenson posing with the band. (Image from 
Instagram Page @mayorofmalden)

Unfortunately, 
Malden has had 79 
overdoses and seven 
fatalities since last 
January. Hammers-
ley emphasizes that 
“we do all the work 
we can to help our 

community, just to be as best we 
can.”

This event ended up raising 
$3,000 for MOA, and Hammersley 
noted that the event was a success 
with a lot of community members 
and the recovery community there. 
“[It was a] good night had by all…
everyone had a great time!”
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Science National Honors Society Share-A-Toy Drive
Hadjar Yousfi
Head of Local

This holiday season, Malden 
High School’s Science National 

Honors Society (SNHS) hopes to 
help others in their time of need by 
hosting a toy drive.

A small group of SNHS stu-
dents are hosting the Share-A-Toy 
Donation Drive. The drive is run-
ning from November 12th to De-
cember 10th. All donations will go 
to one hospital, which is still being 
decided on.

Students have the ability to just 
drop toys into any of the decorated 
donation boxes around the school. 
These boxes can be found outside 
the Main Office, Jenkins House Of-
fice, the auditorium, and the gym.

This year all the SNHS students 
were split into groups each led by an 
officer. The group hosting the Share-
A-Toy Donation Drive is led by 
Chaimaa Assli, Secretary of SNHS 
and Editor-in-Chief of The Blue and 
Gold. This group happens to be in 
charge of the hospital visit and the 
petting zoo.

Since the plan was to have 
the hospital visit in December, the 
idea to host a toy drive alongside 
it emerged. SNHS Advisor Kath-
erine Haskell explained that many 

students in SNHS are interested in 
pursuing the medical field, so natu-
rally “many of them were interested 
in partnering with hospitals for vol-
unteering this year.”

Which of course led to the de-
velopment of the toy drive idea as 
the perfect addition to their plan of 
visiting sick children. Haskell hopes 
that this event sends the message 
that science can help people way 
beyond just a classroom setting.

Official poster for the SNHS 
Share-A-Toy Drive. Designed 
by Chaimaa Assli Secretary of 
SNHS.

She also hopes that this event 
will help to “benefit our community 
in a positive way and also give our 
students an opportunity to spend 
some time in a hospital setting.”

Ngan Nguyen, Treasurer of 
SNHS, said that she hoped this 
event would “promote a positive 
environment for them.”

“We understand that not ev-
eryone has that type of privilege, so 
we went to send a message of giving 
back to others,” Edmond Chen, His-
torian of SNHS explained.

But the main goal is of course, 
as Chen explained, is to donate as 
many toys as they can possibly get.

As mentioned earlier, the place 
of donation has not yet been decid-
ed. The students are still in discus-
sion with a handful of hospitals to 
pick the one that would be the most 
convenient for both parties.

Though not finally decided 
on, Chen explained that the SNHS 
members and officers are meeting 
often to decide which hospital to 
donate to. They anticipate coming 
to an agreement soon.  

When it came to planning this 
event Haskell commented that she 
did not have much participation in 
it. “The SNHS students are incred-
ible and self-sufficient.  I am already 
amazed at how much they accom-

Haitian Club Haitian Club 
Bake SaleBake Sale
Elijah Etienne
Reporter

With the amount of Haitian 
students in Malden, it’s no 

surprise that Malden High would be 
one of the schools in Massachusetts 
with a Haitian Club. The club meets 
in J278 with Paul Degenkolb as an 
advisor. The club raises money for 
organizations in Haiti by hosting 
bake sales and other fundraisers.

The club is run by President 
Leisha Fortunat, Social Media Co-
ordinator, Christel Jean-Baptise, and 
Treasurer Jene-Elizabeth Jean-Nes-
tin. The purpose behind a Haitian 
Club is “to just have fun and show 
the community who the Haitian 
population actually is… we’re try-
ing to show that... we are a loving 
community that is trying to have 
fun—we show that through our 
culture, our food, our dances, and 
we’re just trying to be chill,” Fortu-
nat said. 

“Something I love about the 
Haitian Club is we are revamping 
the way people think about Hai-
tians; it’s a time for those that are 
new to this community to start get-
ting to know people and make new 
friends and acquaintances” Jean-
Nestin added.

One thing the Haitian Club 
has done so far this year is host a 

Haitian Club members selling food. ELIJAH ETIENNE

Bake Sale. According to Fortunat, 
“the bake sale was very successful. 
We raised over 400 dollars, which 
is a big deal for us since it’s only 
been one bake sale so we’re already 
thinking of doing more bake sales 
and planning things like more ad-
vertisements.” 

“The bake sale was successful, 
it was a lot more organized and put 
together. Right now we’re looking 
at different events that can be held; 
one of them was the hot chocolate 
during the winter before Christmas 
break,” Jean-Nestin commented.

The person in charge of said ad-
vertisements is Jean-Baptiste, who is 
also a reporter of The Blue and Gold. 
She said that she videotapes their 
“meetings and goals, stuff like that 
so people on the outside can get a 
genuine feel of what it is like inside 
there” and that she posts to “social 
media to any sort of trendy songs, 
hashtags, dances, stuff like that 
so it would be easier to get people 
to see stuff like that so they’re like 
‘Omg that club looks so cool, maybe 
I should join.’” 

Online advertisements can be 
challenging, however. “I do feel a 
little bit of pressure because some-
times when you do a post of social 
media it’s not up to you, so however 
much attention the video gets, it’s 
not up to you so it can either be 
recognized as a failure to you or 
just as a bust because it didn’t get 

Students enjoying the food sold at the bake sale. ELIJAH ETIENNE
Continued on page 9

plish on their own without needing 
me to help all that much,” Haskell 
said.

The event itself is so great in the 
way it “involves kids who need and 
deserve some extra help this holiday 
season,” Haskell explained.

“It’s beneficial to both the do-
nor and recipient. We get to donate 
toys instead of just throwing them 
away; it’s a chance for us to under-
stand that the things given to us in 
life shouldn’t be taken for granted. 
If we can’t help the children physi-
cally we can at least help them to 
feel good and happier,” Nguyen 
explained.

Haskell went on to say, “I love 
that our own Malden High students 
came up with it all on their own. I 
always tell people that our students 
here are incredible but this type 
of event really highlights it for the 
community.”

Nguyen hopes that this event 
will spread the message that “when 
an opportunity comes up for you 
to provide aid you should do it be-
cause there’s nothing to lose.”

The event is still running at 
MHS for a number of days, so feel 
free to drop a toy in any of the boxes 
around the school to make someone 
smile this holiday season!
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The Science Department
Beatriz Oliveira
Reporter

As the years have passed, the 
science department has grown 

closer and closer. 
However, last year, Gregory 

Simone, one of the adored chemistry 
teachers, transferred to a different 
district. The staff had created strong 
relationships with Simone, so this 
departure has affected them all. 

Simone taught at Malden High 
for seven years and lived far from 
Malden which made it difficult to 
drive back and forth every day. 
Simone was starting a new chapter 
in his life with his family and had 
found work at Dracut High. 

“Mr. Simone… is awesome. 
This hasn’t changed just because 
he’s in a different district. And he 
had a great opportunity. He just 
purchased a house and there was 
a position open at the school in the 
community he’s living in, which 
happens to be 45 minutes from here. 
So it was one of those—really good 
for him, really bad for us—scenari-
os,” Malden High principal Chris 
Mastrangelo clarified.

Teachers in the department col-
lectively agreed that Simone was a 
great teacher at Malden High and 
even though they miss him, they 
are still happy for him. “I mean, 
Mr. Simone was incredible. It was a 
huge loss. You know, we’re happy 
for him that he did what was best 
for his family, but we definitely 
miss him. He was an incredible 
teacher. He had a great rapport with 
students so we’re definitely feeling 
the loss of that member. The fact 
that we haven’t filled the position is 
tough because that means increased 
class sizes and missing a very strong 
department member,” said lead sci-
ence teacher Shannon Votaw.

“I miss him like mad! I hate 
walking past his room all dark,” 
exclaimed Suzanne Brill, another 
teacher in the department.

 “We were all pretty sad about 
it, we’re sad that no one’s replaced 
him, but how do you replace Mr. 
Simone,” Julie Grillon, a physics 
and computational science teacher 
said. Grillon also added that a hand-
ful of the teachers in the department 
named one of their group chats, “We 
Miss Greg.”

“The science depart-
ment is so strong. I 
think it’s probably the 
most veteran depart-
ment we have.”

Chris Mastrangelo

Gregory Simone former MHS 
teacher. Photo from Archives.

Not only has Simone’s leaving 
affected the department emotion-
ally, but it has also directly affected 
their jobs. 

Some teachers were put into ex-
tra classes this year since the school 
could not fill the missing chemistry 
position. Brill was put into teach-
ing environmental science, biology, 
and chemistry this year. “It directly 
affected me as far as I had taught 
chemistry for six months of the year 
before, so when Mr. Simone left, 
there were some [chemistry] classes 
I got one to two days before school 
started for this year and that was 
a big surprise because it gave me 
three subjects instead of two,” Brill 
explained. 

Some staff believe that the 
chemistry position is empty because 
of the teacher shortage in the coun-
try. Jessica Webber, a biology and 
biotechnology teacher explained, 
“We are so sad, it’s such a huge loss 
for MHS… It’s too bad because we 
can’t find another chemistry teacher 
which I think comments a lot on the 
state of education in teachers.”

Chemistry is an incredibly hard 
position to fill, and the teacher short-
age did not help the department. 

After Mastrangelo learned that 
Simone would be teaching at Dracut 
High, Mastrangelo called Dracut 
High and asked the principal who 
their second candidate was in hopes 
of finding a new chemistry teacher. 
Unfortunately, Simone was their 

only applicant. “I thought I was be-
ing really resourceful, and just fell 
flat on my face,” Mastrangelo said.

Malden High’s science depart-
ment is viewed as one of the closest 
departments in the school. The staff 
all teach on the fourth floor of Boyle 
because that’s where all of the labs 
are, which is thought to be one of the 
reasons as to why this department is 
so connected.  

“Just by the nature and the 
design of the building, we have col-
legiality, because they’re all in the 
same part of the building,” Mastran-
gelo explained. He continued, “I’ve 
seen having our science department 
in the same part of the building, 
how tight they are, so it’s kind of 
been the inspiration for the rest of 
the school.” 

The science teachers agree 
with Mastrangelo and enjoy work-

ing with each other in school. “The 
science department is really cohe-
sive, meaning we get along really 
well and we work together a lot… 
In general, lots of us are friends 
with each other and just enjoy each 
other’s company so that’s really nice 
too,” Michael Berman, a biology and 
environmental science teacher com-
mented. “The science department is 
so strong. I think it’s probably the 
most veteran department we have,” 
Mastrangelo added.

“I really like my coworkers, 
they’re one of the main reasons that 
I’ve been here for so long, especially 
the science department, but even 

outside of the science department 
I think we have a great staff here,” 
said chemistry teacher Kate Haskell. 

“I enjoy working with my 
coworkers. I feel like in the science 
department, we are a very close 
group. Mainly, I mean, proximity, 
we’re all in the same location. It’s 
not like we’re scattered throughout 
the building. But I think we in gen-
eral enjoy working with each other. 
There’s a lot of collaboration, a lot 
of sharing materials, sharing of new 
ideas, welcoming of new ideas, so 
I think overall, it’s a very positive 
experience and a very cohesive de-
partment,” Votaw added.

Students of Ms. Kirby’s working hard. BEATRIZ OLIVEIRA

Students of Ms. Kirby’s dusting for finger prints. BEATRIZ OLIVEIRA

Students of Ms. Webber’s focused on their quiz. BEATRIZ OLIVEIRA
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English Language Arts

Gabriela Parini Cordova
Reporter

New ELA teacher Janine Gauvin cheerfully standing at her door
GABRIELA PARINI CORDOVA

This year’s ELA department has 
had a bit of a setback with Au-

drey Birkett leaving the building. 
The department will miss her as 
she has taken on new opportunities. 
There is currently a new teacher in 
the department who was hired soon 
after Birkett’s departure. Her name 
is Janine Gauvin and she teaches 
both ELA and special education 
students.

Even though she first applied 
to be a literacy assistant she was ad-
vised to take on the ELA and Special 
Education position, which she was 
excited for. Gauvin stated, “I love 
reading, I love helping kids learn 
how to write and communicate 
their ideas and Special ED helps me 
to make more of a difference, so it’s 
like a win-win.” 

She has a lot of passion for her 
job and likes to collaborate with 
other teachers and is excited to do 
so. “I feel like people here and the 
choices of classes and things are 

as many views you wanted or it can 
be an achievement cause it met your 
expectations or something like that. 
But on the other side, I don’t feel as 
much pressure as people may think I 
do because I actually do have some-
one else helping me and she does a 
great job and helps relieve pressure 
from me,” said Jean Baptise.

The Haitian Club also really 
pride themselves on having a warm, 
fun environment. “I just look for-
ward to interacting with a bunch of 
new people because at the end of the 
day they’re all from the same cul-
tural background but have so many 
different stories to tell, so I look for-
ward to getting to know them, talk-
ing to other people which is in my 

job description and just making new 
friends. I think Haitian Club is a re-
ally cool place,” Jean Baptise said.

“I definitely look forward to 
something different every time, we 
don’t have explicit deadlines for 
stuff, and we’re a laid-back club, we 
have some music going on some-
times and we just plan bake sales 
and stuff like that,” Fortunat added.

“The bond—I feel like words 
can only go so far to describe how 
we really are inside the Haitian 
Club. At first we were just regular 
friends but as you keep going to the 
Haitian Club you become so close 
to the point it’s an interconnected 
family because through the bake 
sales, the events, just whatever we 
do inside the Haitian Club brings us 
so much closer,” said Jean-Baptise.

Continued from page 7

Students enjoying the food sold at the bake sale. ELIJAH ETIENNE

very creative and I feel like people 
here are constantly trying to change 
things for the better,” she said.  Her 
first impression of the school was 
that it was different from any other. 
She saw the teachers here that are 
energized and excited about the 
things they are teaching.

Amber Malm, the director of 
the department, brought up that 
“right now…all across the board 
in every district, we’re hurting for 
teachers, whatever subject. I think 
it’s been a tough couple years for 
teachers and for students.” After co-
vid and the pandemic, many teach-
ers have been struggling. They are 
still trying to find their footing and 
figure everything out with how dif-
ficult the past two years have been.

The ELA department has many 
projects coming to the students of 
Malden High School. They are cur-
rently working towards the state 
standard-based work for each grade 
level and aligning with a protocol 
called GLEAM. The GLEAM proto-
col stands for Grade, Level, Engag-
ing, Affirmative, and Meaningful. 

Principal Christopher Mastran-
gelo stated, “We were noticing that 
some of the standards, we weren’t 
necessarily teaching.” He continued 
that the goal was also to “not just 
teach to the standard” but to “make 
those lessons engaging, affirmative, 
and meaningful for all of our stu-
dents.” 

While the standard-based work 
is being set for students, there are 
also department goals that mention 
the changing of books used in the 
ELA curriculum.  “We are going to 
continue to build our libraries with 
culturally diverse texts that students 
can see themselves in and learn 
about the world in,” Malm stated. 
Mastrangelo has also talked about 
adding Malinda Lo’s book Last 
Night at the Telegraph Club into the 
curriculum to represent the Asian 
and queer communities better.

Malden High School’s students 
can also look forward to a passion-
ate project that is put together by 
Brian Wong of the ELA Department 
and his Hip Hop Literature class. 
“At the end of the year we do this 
project where we form a collective… 
and we all create different things and 
we put on a show in the courtyard,” 
said Wong. He continued that he 
“just wanted to make that even bet-
ter than it was last year—that’s the 
passion project for this year.” This is 
an exciting opportunity for students 
as they get to use their creativity to 
make something new and present it 
to their peers.

With all of these projects and 
updates to the curriculum, there 
is time behind the scenes that the 
teachers need to plan and create 
bonds with each other. Mastrangelo 
said, “I think [the bond between 
teachers is] hugely important and 
I think in the last few years that’s 
dipped. I think we’ve become very 
what they call, siloed because we’re 
all over the place.” The bond in the 
ELA department is hard to maintain 

as they only have 40 minutes within 
the entire month to meet, discuss, 
and plan for their classes. 

Yahaira Marquez, the Lead 
Teacher of the department, said, 
“Overall, I think that one of the 
struggles in the school is just not 
having enough time to work to-
gether as departments...[which is] 
beneficial not for just strengthen-
ing what we do in our classes and 
strengthening our instructions but 
also our relationships in the depart-
ment.” 

Many teachers in the ELA de-
partment agreed that they did not 
have enough time to connect with 
each other and felt as though they 
have to figure things out on their 
own instead of as a team. “When 
we get together we have a whole 
agenda of things that we do and we 
really try to squeeze in time for us to 
talk but it’s not enough time,” stated 
Tia Johnson, another ELA teacher.

Even though there is not 
enough time for the department 
to fully bond they are still open to 
the idea. Melissa Sheehan, another 
ELA teacher, said, “There are some 
teachers that I don’t know as well as 
I would like to and I would love to 
be able to get to know them better.” 
Knowing most if not all the teach-
ers in your department is crucial to 
understanding the work being put 
out to students and if they had more 
time the ELA department would 
have closer bonds together.

Malm has said to fix this the 
teachers have suggested going to 
Boda Borg and working together in 
the escape rooms. “I can just imag-
ine taking the department of English 
teachers to Boda Borg and maybe 
bonding that way, I think they do 
need to build relationships so we 
can trust each other…but just trying 
to find the time when everybody can 
do it is kind of hard,” said Malm.

Haitian Club Bake SaleHaitian Club Bake Sale
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Dancing With the TeachersDancing With the Teachers

Delina Yohannes
Reporter
Chouaib Saidi
Reporter

A stunning performance by Mr. Giordano and Mx. Page’s group. 
CHOUAIB SAIDI

Erikah Macharia presenting a group. CHOUAIB SAIDI

An amazing performance by Mrs. Grillon and her group. CHOUAIB SAIDI

Ms. Meranda and the Step Team concluding their performance.  CHOUAIB 
SAIDI

Dancing with the Teachers is an 
annual event that takes place 

at Malden High School, but due to 
remote learning from the pandemic, 
the event was put on pause for a 
few years. However this year, the 
Class of 2024 wanted to bring back 
this event that holds so much school 
spirit, and so, with the help of advi-
sors Jessica Webber, Kristen Kirby, 
and Shannon Votaw, the event was 
able to make a comeback. 

Dancing with the Teachers 
event is where students and teach-
ers have the opportunity to come 
together and work hard to perform 
their dance routines for the students 
at Malden High to witness their per-
formances. 

Typically, this event would take 
place after school where students as 
well as their families would be able 
to come and enjoy the show. How-
ever, this year, the event took place 
during Joy Block. There was defi-
nitely a decrease in performances 
and interest compared to previous 
years but that did not lead to the 
event being any less entertaining.

This year the participation rate 
may have been lower, but students 
were more intrigued than ever, with 
three student-teacher performances. 
Christopher Giordano, a teacher 
who participated in the event men-
tioned that, “The students really 
chose a lot of the song selections and 
what the choreography was going 
to be like; they’re the ones who have 
a better grasp of what the inspira-
tion was for any given song choice 
or choreography.” 

This collaboration between the 
students and staff truly gives both 

participants an opportunity to gain 
a different perspective of each other 
beyond the classroom. The Class of 
2024 being the hosts of this event, 
used this event as a major fundraiser 
for the junior class. However there 
was just something that differed 
from this year’s event. 

“It was originally supposed 
to be a fundraiser but now it is a 
gathering event that can bring joy to 
people’s faces,” said Webber.

Although time was lost due 
to the pandemic, post-covid school 
schedule changes definitely helped 
the participants of the event with 
preparation. “A challenging experi-
ence was trying to balance every-
one’s individual schedules and try-
ing to get the whole group together 
after school on the same day because 
there were a lot of people.. but we 
were able to find some time every 
week…flex block was so helpful for 
that year,” Giordano said.

This year’s Dancing with the 
Teachers consisted of three perfor-
mances. The first performance was 
“Talk that Talk’’ by TWICE starring 
two of MHS math teachers, Murphy 
Page and Giordano. Their perfor-
mance was a balance of adorable 
and feisty.

The second performance was 
Michel-Le Meranda and the AO step 
team. The energy in the auditorium 
skyrocketed as the girls came out. 
The last performance was Julie Gril-
lon with “Pink Venom” by BLACK-
PINK. This sassy yet complex 
performance was quite the way to 
end such a great performance from 
every group. Similarly to how the 
crowd first reacted when they came 
on stage, as the show came to an end 
the crowd erupted when Meranda 
and the AO step team were crowned 
as the winners.

Michel-Le Meranda and the AO Step Team Place FirstMichel-Le Meranda and the AO Step Team Place First
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THE MHS BANDTHE MHS BANDAda Zhang
Reporter

Xylophones inside of the Band Room. ADA ZHANG

Drums inside of the band room. ADA ZHANGGuitars in the band room. ADA ZHANG

A piano inside of the band room. ADA ZHANG

Laryssa De Souza playing the guitar in the band room. ADA ZHANG

Malden High School welcomes 
a new band director in Lauren 

Foley. She is also an instrumental 
teacher preparing for the upcoming 
winter recital in 2022.

Foley, hired after Ms. Mazza 
moved out of state, is skilled in 
teaching instruments, especially 
the flute. After graduation from the 
University of Massachusetts at Am-
herst, Foley came across the offer of 
becoming a band director at Malden 
High school for her first teaching 
job.

The instruments and activities 
taught by Foley and the previous 
teacher Ms. Mazza are the same. 
“I think we’re doing pretty similar 
things…. We do a lot of marching 
band stuff to start off the year, and 
then we dive into more concert mu-
sic,” Foley said.

Dagny Boswell wants to play 
her best during the concert to show 
the hard work and the practice she 
does everyday. “During a concert, 
we really are going to be perform-
ing some of our best work, because 
that’s our time to showcase what we 
are. During pre-concert recitals, ev-
eryone should be really [focused],” 
said Boswell. 

Foley is adapting to the new 
environment and the students’ 
schedule in band. “This year I’m 
trying to just figure out the routines 
of everything they do so that I can 
keep things going,” Foley explained. 
She wants to keep everything in a 
steady paste and know more of the 
program. She hopes the marching 
band can play at the football games 
[during halftime] as it is one of her 
goals for next year. 

“There’s a difference between 
everyone’s teaching style and it 
always depends on the teacher and 
how they make sure the class is 
learning, but a lot of the stuff has 
stayed the same, especially because 

it’s a lot of the same instruments,” 
Lyra Gold stated.

“Mazza was a huge part of the 
High School community in gen-
eral… She was like a pillar to a lot of 
us. She was a band teacher that I’ve 
known since I was in 6th grade so 
it was difficult to lose her, especially 
my senior year,” Gold explained. 
Mazza’s leave impacted a lot of 
students and the years they spent 
together. Foley finds the new envi-
ronment such as the events and the 
students’ schedule in the band chal-
lenging but she is adapting quickly.

Students in the band are com-
fortable around her, “I think she’s 
really organized, she kind of has 
everything on her radar which is 
really helpful and she’s like very 
patient with us which is also really 
good to see,” Gold said. She contin-
ued, “She’s doing really great. This 
is very early in her career, she just 
got out of college, but she’s doing 
an awesome job and I’m impressed 
with the band. We’re all behind her 
and trying to do our best to help her 
do what she wants to do.” 

Gold concluded with plans to 
“just to finish off strong and have a 
lot of fun and see the band program 
through.”
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PepPep  RallyRally
Edmund Kam
Reporter

Emanuelle Oliveira
Reporter

Class of 2024’s, Alex Martin doing pullups on the 
bar. JESSICA LI

MHS Cheerleaders performing at Pep Rally. JES-
SICA LI

Sophomore Class fighting to win Tug of War. JES-
SICA LI

Malden High School held its 
annual Pep Rally on Novem-

ber 22nd, preceding the historic 
135th matchup between the Malden 
Golden Tornadoes and Medford 
Mustangs football team at Fenway 
Park later that day.

Before the day of the Pep Rally, 
Spirit Week commenced on Wednes-
day, November 16th, and would last 
for one week. Every day there was a 
new theme: Culture Day, Anything 
but a Bag Day, Twin Day, Pajama 
Day, Blue & Gold Day, and Wacky 
Tacky Day. Students participating in 
any of the themes would contribute 
towards their class points on Spirit 
Day based on their teacher’s dis-
cretion if the students “dressed the 
part.”

Those interested in participat-
ing in Spirit Day and representing 
their class were encouraged to sign 
up during their lunch period the 
week before Spirit Day. Mr. Marques, 
the National Honors Society advi-
sor, revealed the list of potential 
team players on November 18th via 
email.

On the day of Spirit Day, par-
ticipants were told to go to first 
lunch and then head down to the 
gymnasium for the “preliminary 
spirit games.”

At 12:45 PM, the end of period 
four, many students began filing 
into the already packed gymnasium, 
walking to their grade’s assigned 
section, and finding their friends.

Before the start of the Spirit 
Day events, Principal Mastrangelo 
informed everyone to stand up and 
proceeded to speak about the Colo-
rado shooting tragedy. Mastrangelo 
then asked for a moment of silence 
for the victims.

When it was over, with every-
one remaining standing, the choir 

began to sing the national anthem, 
bringing applause from the crowd 
when they finished.

Afterward, the step team came 
out, dressed in a white shirt and 
blue & gold pants, and performed 
in sync with one another. The crowd 
was loud and electrified by the per-
formance. 

Once the step team finished 
their performance, a two-person 
dance team came out. The duo en-
gaged in a dance battle, going back 
and forth with one another.

The Malden High cheerleaders 
and football players came out to lay 
down mats for their performance. 
The mascot, Nedlam, led the cheer-
leaders and some football play-
ers onto the mat. They started to 
dance and perform acrobatic tricks 
like somersaults and pyramids. 
The players and cheerleaders then 
worked together to put away the 
mats when they finished their per-
formance for the start of the events.

The four grade teams began 
setting up and preparing for the 
first event: basketball free throws. 
Everyone took turns practicing their 
shots before the event started. Once 
it began, each team had 2 minutes to 
get as many free throws as possible. 
Students in sections started cheering 
for their teams as they made baskets. 
The juniors were proclaimed as the 
winner, with twelve baskets made.

Next came the pull-up compe-
tition. Boys must attempt as many 
pull-ups with their heads reaching 
past the bar to count. The girls must 
dead-hang without their heads go-
ing past the bar for as long as possi-
ble. Each grade sent two individuals 
to represent their team. The juniors 
won the pull-up competition, while 
the sophomores won the dead hang.

In the human pyramid event, 
most teams completed their pyra-
mid orderly, with minimal mistakes. 
When it was the senior’s turn, they 
could form a pyramid but collapsed 
before they passed the three sec-
ond test. On their second attempt, 

they success-
fully built the 
pyramid and 
stayed upright 
for three sec-
onds. Howev-
er, even with 
their second 
attempt, the 
seniors were 
not able to beat 
the juniors 
for the short-
est amount of 
time to finish.

T h e 
fourth event 
was the over-
a n d - u n d e r 
event with a 
basketball. The objective was to pass 
the ball to the back without drop-
ping it. It must be passed under or 
over, depending on the sequence. If 
the ball drops, it returns to the front, 
and the participants start again. In 
the end, it was very close as a couple 
of teams managed to finish around 
the same time, but the sophomores 
came out with the victory.

After a long day, the tug of war 
pitted freshmen against sophomores 

and juniors against seniors. The 
freshmen fought a tough battle and 
won. The seniors gave their best but 
succumbed to the juniors.

At the end of Spirit Day, points 
were calculated from each grade to 
determine the winner. Although the 
seniors usually win, the juniors took 
first place this year, the first time 
since the 1990s, followed by the se-
niors in second, the sophomores in 
third, and the freshmen in fourth.

Class of 2023 pose for a photo during Pep Rally. DANI  LICONA CRUZ

Nedlam makes an appearance for the cheerleaders’ perfor-
mance. JESSICA LI
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Gaston serenading the Silly Girls. NASUH ESAT KACMAZ

Lumiere and Mrs. Potts chastising the Beast. NASUH ESAT KACMAZ

Beauty and the Beast cast chorusing the Finale. NASUH ESAT KACMAZ

Citizens of the poor provincial town trilling Bonjour Belle. NASUH ESAT KAC-
MAZ

Malden High’s Play Production 
recently performed their fall 

production of the famous Disney 
musical “Beauty and the Beast”. 
It was their first production of 
the school year, and in total, three 
shows were performed; one was on 
opening night, November 18th, and 
the other two were on Saturday, No-
vember 19th. 

Leanne DeRosa, one of the Play 
Production teachers, exclaimed she 
was “shocked and grateful at the 
opening night audience [with] near-
ly 700 people there!” adding that 
she “couldn’t believe it! The praise 
for the students and their work is 
always welcomed and appreciated.” 

There was definitely praise for 
the cast and crew members who had 
been working since the beginning 
of the school year as well. Audience 
members were blown away by the 
production, commenting on every-
one’s well-done costumes and the 
quality of the show!

In the end, everyone seemed to 
leave the auditorium with big smiles 
on their faces while discussing who 
their favorite characters were. 

One audience member shared 
that “their favorite character was 
definitely Cogsworth. He was really 
funny,” and that they “really loved 
his costume and his acting even 
more!” Other audience members 
seemed to be unable to “choose a 
favorite character because everyone 
was so amazing!” 

The intricate costumes seemed 
to be a fan favorite throughout the 
night. Everyone seemed blown 
away. This was also an experience 
for senior Mikayla Wilson, who was 
in charge of costumes and saw the 
rented costumes only a few days 
before opening night. For her, “the 
most enjoyable part was seeing cos-
tumes for the first time.”

More work on costumes also 
had to be done backstage. Wilson 
had to help with all of the quick cos-
tume changes happening backstage, 
specifically with the main characters. 
Penelope Buckingham, who played 
Belle, expressed her gratitude when 
she stated that she struggled with 
the quick changes and that the crew 
in costumes “had everything ready, 
and saved the day,” explaining that 
they were always “waiting to help 
us in and out of costumes in the 30 
seconds that we had to change five 
layers.”

At one point Cogsworth even 
had a wardrobe malfunction. Wilson 
commented on how the “wrench at 
the back of Cogsworth’s costume got 
stuck” and could not be removed, 
but, overall, she described the open-
ing night as “liberating” adding that 
she felt a sense of “accomplishment”

The Technical Director Kayla 

Morello explained that “everything 
happens as you go along. So certain 
things were done before others, 
[and] certain things weren’t done 
until opening night. Sometimes 
things take a while to get off the 
ground, especially when it’s people 
who are brand new to this doing it 
for the first time.”

Morello also commented on 
being blown away by the sheer 
amount of people who came: “the 
amount of people who walked out 
of that theater saying that it was the 
coolest thing they’ve seen, that they 
were so excited—the response was 
overwhelming and so amazing.”

Penelope Buckingham also en-
joyed “the [high] energy [that came] 
from the crowd” and how “it was so 
fun to hear people’s live reactions to 
things that we had been working on 
for so long… everyone was so en-
ergetic and VERY vocal about how 
they felt, and it was so fun to play 
off such a high energy audience.”

Junior Brenda Vivas and 
sophomore Lovely Gerochi, both 
crew members in charge of scenic 
art, also felt as if the response was 
overwhelming. Gerochi felt as if it 
was “nerve-racking and scary,” but 
in the end, they both agreed that as 
the show went on, “everything went 
according to plan” and they were 
“able to relax more.” 

Mrs. Potts, a crowd favorite 
besides Belle and the Beast was 
performed by sophomore Natalie 
Keating. She described the role as 
“exciting” and “fun” since it wasn’t 
the type of role she usually gets cast 
in, and although it was a challenge, 
it was ultimately a pleasure to try.

Keating further elaborated on 
this, explaining that “trying to por-
tray Mrs. Potts’ age” was challeng-
ing. Mrs. Potts is “a grown woman, 
a bit more on the older side, and I’m 
obviously a teenager, figuring out 
how to act much older than my age 
without overdoing it [was hard].” 
However, for a seasoned actor like 
Natalie who has done eight shows 
with the Greater Boston Stage 
Company in Stoneham, she felt the 
happiest and the most herself when 
performing.

However, Keating also ex-
plained that “opening night was a 
little stressful for people in the cast” 
who had never performed before, 
“so there was a lot of nervousness 
going around.”

Rest assured, DeRosa thought 
that “it was one of the biggest un-
dertakings” she has done in her 
directing career and “couldn’t have 
asked for harder working students 
or a better adult creative team to 
work with.”

Most important in the end 
was that all of the creators and the 
crew were able to achieve a sense 
of community—which DeRosa has 
stressed—and were able to pull off 
their first production of the year. 
This is clear from how the audience 
loved the show and wanted to see 

more afterward, which we can all 
look forward to in March when the 
Play Production competes in the 
Massachusetts Educational Theatre 

Guild’s Drama Festival. This will be 
completely student-led work, and 
after that, there will be the spring 
play whose title will release soon.

Play Pro Presents Beauty and the BeastPlay Pro Presents Beauty and the Beast
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From left to right: Lumiere, Cogsworth, Mrs.Potts. NASUH ESAT KACMAZ

Malden High 
School Pride 
Club Update
Quiting Feng
Reporter

Since the Pride Club has existed, the club has used fundraisers to protect 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies. One of the Pride Club Co-Presidents, Dar-

ian O’Brien, expressed the way that they do this is by donating “all of our 
profits to organizations that help LGBTQ+ youth.”  

“In my opinion, I believe the Pride Club was created as a club that 
welcomed LGBTQ+ students as well as non-LGBTQ+ students to comfort-
ably come together,” advisor Michel-Le Meranda stated.

The Pride Club has been planning activities recently. including a bake 
sale that happened on December 9th, 2022. Members are excited about this, 
and more activities will follow in the future. Also, the club will be trying to 
get more new members this year.

Pride Club usually meets on Tuesday every week at 2:30 PM in B431 to 
go over LGBTQ+ history and “have resources for members to help support 
them!” said Mak O’Brien, another Co-President of the Pride Club. “We also 
talk about what our next fundraiser is going to be, any other updates or 
announcements with things related to the club,” Darian O’Brien added.

Meranda talked about the production of fundraisers and events: “They 
run their ideas by me and we talk through what it would look like, what 
would be needed, budget, roles of the members, etc.”

“I felt like I was really making a difference,” said senior Emmalyn 
Woods. “It felt good to be able to fund local charities and have fun doing 
it. I got to know a lot of really cool people because of this club.” Woods 
continued. 

Woods remembered the time when they wanted to join: “I was feeling 
out of place with the queer community that had already been established at 
the time. The culture felt toxic, and I felt like nobody was doing anything to 
actually help queer and minority spaces as a whole.” 

Woods thought that “it’s a really well-rounded community led by 
people that want to see change in the world. Mak is a leader that wants 
what’s best for everyone, and everyone in the club does their part to make 
sure that everyone’s feeling motivated as well.”

Finally, Woods also wanted to help people understand and be their au-
thentic self. “A lot of the time, we put too much time into making ourselves 
fit in. Do what makes you happy, and don’t hold back…Trust me, you won’t 
regret it.” Woods said.

Meranda believed that “you are not alone, and there is a community 
of people who will happily support and love you for your authentic self. 
Never let anyone dim your light and continue living your life how you 
want to because no one knows you better than you do!”

Darian O’Brien expressed that Pride Club “is welcoming and inviting 
of who they are and that they do not need to change themselves or put up 
a wall in order to fit in.”

Meranda felt that“Pride Club is a welcoming and judgment free com-
munity. In my classroom I display different LGBTQ flags in the hopes of 
educating others about different genders and sexual orientations.”

Darian hopes that the Pride Club is helpful for students trying to be in-
volved in the community: “Learn a thing or two about how to create a safe 
environment for LQBTQ+ people. The purpose for the future of this club is 
to continue to make students have a safe place at school and hopefully have 
someone continue it when I graduate in a few years.”

There are always places that focus and care for people in need, and 
the Pride Club is one of them. Supported by donations that they made, the 
club makes LGBTQ+ people feel comfortable in their environment. You are 
what you are, be the way you like to be, don’t be afraid, and take your step 
bravely.

Belle and the Beast after he transformed back into the Prince. NASUH ESAT 
KACMAZ

Belle and the Beast dancing. NASUH ESAT KACMAZ
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Karaoke Club Bake SaleKaraoke Club Bake Sale
Dani Licona- Cruz
Reporter

This year there have been 
many new clubs, and among them 
is the Karaoke Club. They mee
t                              every other Tuesday 
in classroom B447 from 2:30-3:15. 
Full of musical diversity, they have 
had a lively beginning.

The club advisors are Michael 
Berman and Victoria Atkinson. The 
club’s council consists of President 
Isabelle Tan, Vice President Sienna 
Hoang, Secretary/Treasurer Nhi 
Nguyen, and Historian Derek Lam.

The club’s goal is to be “a safe 

Image via Karaoke Club’s insta-
gram. (@/mhskaraokeclub)

New Year’s Resolutions
Christel Jean-Baptiste
Reporter

5..4..3..2..1…HAPPY NEW 
YEARS!!! Picture yourself in your 

home, new york times square, or at 
church with surrounding friends 
and family. The clock has just hit 
12:00 am making it New Years Day 
inserting excitement into the hearts 
of the community. This day means 
something uniquely different for ev-
erybody but ultimately it’s a joyous 
occasion for most. 

Jene, a senior in Malden High 
School has an annual tradition that 
her family stays loyal to. Everybody 
gathers around their home to pray, 
enjoy the festivities, and ultimately 
have fun. One of the dishes that she 
eats during this holiday is “Soup 
Joumou ‘’. A haitian dish that is nor-
mally enjoyed during the approach 
of a new year. This is also similar to 
how Leilah St-Fort chooses to cel-
ebrate this wondrous holiday.  

As 2023 peers its head in closer, 
people are now preparing a new set 
of batteries to power up the strength 
to bring their goals to life. This is 
known as New Year’s resolutions 
where people will come up with 
curated aspirations for themselves 
that they have most likely put off 
until a special situation presents 
itself. However St Fort believes that 
she doesn’t need an official time 

period to come up with resolutions. 
Although many still do enjoy the 
preparation that goes into this new 
year hoping to become a brand new 
version of themselves. 

 In the year of 2023 Jene and 
Leilah both want to work on becom-
ing more pocket friendly. “ A long 
term resolution for myself is that I 
want to budget my money better”, 
stated St-Fort. 

New Years day signifies new 
beginnings for other people who 
have especially felt scorned by other 
previous years. 2022 has taken a lot 
from people and dragged others 
through the dirt which has left a 
large population stripped of their 
energy and strength. But there were 
good moments that can always be 
reminisced back on but the majority 
is ready to wrap up 2022 and open 
up the gift of a new start. Leilah 
expresses that she has many high 
hopes for this new year and sees it 
as a “new season” or a “new era”. 

During this festive event 
there’s a lot of pressure for one to 
rebrand themselves and change. 
The backstory behind New year’s 
day does not help to relieve this 
conspicuous feeling either. Regard-
less of that there are still people that 
decide to reject this social norm and 
come as they are. The transforma-
tion that New Year’s day hints at us 

can sometimes be too big of a task 
to carry, and overwhelming so it’s 
understandable that some would 
rather have everything stay the 
same or be a constant in their lives.

People are not the only ones 
who make immense changes in 
their lives but rather companies also 
benefit from this festive holiday by 
temporarily changing their image. 
These companies can include cloth-
ing stores, online websites such as 
amazon, and alot more. This would 

usually lead to a spike of money that 
directly deposits into their bank ac-
counts.

Ultimately New Year’s day 
looks uniquely different for every-
body. A right way to celebrate does 
not exist and it can be spent doing 
anything. It’s a special moment in 
time where you make the best of 
it with whoever you may choose. 
Happy Holidays!

Photo from Forbes.

place where you can just 
have fun,” according to 
Tan. They also have an 
Instagram account to 
promote the club where 
they posted about their 
first fundraising event.

They held a bake 
sale after school on No-
vember 21st, 2022. They 
sold cake pops in two dif-
ferent sizes at a low price 
of $1 or $2.

However, the bake 
sale was originally sched-
uled for October 31st, 
2022. This did not pan 
out and was rescheduled. 

The club was found-
ed by Tan, Nguyen, and Hoang.

This club was, according to 
Tan, originally a “movie club, and 
then a movie and karaoke club, to fi-
nally just a karaoke club because we 
thought people would be too bored 
from just watching movies.”

Tan’s ambitions for the club 
were born from wanting “to start 
a fun club with my friends where 
we could just gather… after school 
while also being a President of a 
club in order to add something to 
my college applications.”

She also wanted to be “able 
to make money for charity in a fun 

way” because after paying for the 
equipment purchased to start the 
club, the rest will go to a charity.

Tan even said that the club has 
a “running joke where I say our club 
is in debt to my father because he 
paid for everything so far.”

Furthermore, they wanted 
to name the club the “KC Club for 
Karaoke and Chill but we decided 
to just name it the Karaoke Club 
because it’s easier to fathom.”

The club so far is said to be 
“fun and it consists of a really inclu-

sive community.” People often sing 
along with whoever is singing and 
they can get “really loud,” accord-
ing to Tan.

The club plans on having bake 
sales more often to aid their mon-
etary needs. They hope to be able 
to host one around every major 
holiday.

Updates can be found on their 
Instagram page @mhskaraokeclub.

Student Erica Lu purchasing cake pops. DANI LICONA-CRUZ
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 Life After Arriving From Turkey Life After Arriving From Turkey

It started when I got a call from my 
dad. His project was accepted and 

we were going to go to the U.S. for a 
whole year! I was extremely excited 
but quite afraid too. We had a lot to 
do since we left Turkey, the country 
I grew up in. And this was a huge 
thing for me because I have never 
changed cities before in my life. I 
had lived in Cappadocia my whole 
life.

We bought our tickets. Getting 
the paperwork done was a night-
mare but we eventually did it and 
we got on a bus from Cappadocia 
to Kayseri and from Kayseri we 
hopped on a plane to Istanbul air-
port, the busiest airport in Europe.

Up until this point, I hadn’t 
thought about American culture or 
anything about America. I couldn’t 
learn anything about America be-
cause all we did was stay in the ho-
tel room, look for a place to live, and 
eat breakfast. I learned a lot about 
American culture just from those 
breakfasts though.

I was excited to interact with 
people but we first had to find a 
place to live and we had to sign 
up for our schools too. Housing in 
Boston is completely different than 
it is in Cappadocia or the entirety of 
Turkey. Trying to find a home that 
was close to great schools, on a nice 
street, and within our budget was 
hard and we tried our best to find 
one quickly so we could start our 
education here right away.

We finally got lucky and rented 
a house in Malden on a nice street 
and applied to get enrolled in public 
schools.

So after a lot of waiting, we 
finally enrolled in school. Malden 
High School is huge compared 
to my school in Turkey. My high 
school had around 400 students 
while Malden High School has more 
than 1,800! I love the building itself 
and the classes are designed respect-
fully to their subjects too. This idea 
of every student creating their own 
schedule and taking the classes they 
want seems much more compatible 
with me. Also, The Blue and Gold 
block scheduling idea seems to be 
great but different for me.

In Turkey, there’s a weekly pro-
gram that has different classes for 
each day that are assigned to you 
by the principal. So you don’t get to 
choose which class you want to go 
to. What the principal writes down 
for your program is the one you’re 
stuck with until the end of the year. 
You have to take every class that’s 
available all throughout the year. 
That makes 15 different subjects! 
Oh, and as for enrichment and joy 

flex blocks, there is no “enrichment” 
and there is no “joy”.

We had more than 15 subjects 
but in fact, there aren’t even separate 
classrooms for different subjects. It’s 
the teachers who roam around the 
school to get to their classes. My 
mom is a music teacher and I know 
for a fact that teachers suffered a lot 
from this. Having to go all around 
the school for different classrooms. 
Without having the classroom set 
up for your subject’s needs. Imagine 
trying to carry all the different musi-
cal instruments and speakers to the 
different rooms. As a student, you 
just sit at your desk until the school 
day is over and nobody does any-
thing.

School would start at 8:30 in 
the morning and it would end at 4 
PM. There would be 5 classes at the 
morning and 3 more in the after-
noon. There would also be an hour-
long lunch break. Classes would be 
40 minutes each, with five-minute 
breaks in between. 

The way teachers were teach-
ing their subjects did not differ 
much. We had a smartboard with a 
touchscreen but that was the only 
computer in our class. The school 
did not give anyone Chromebooks 
or anything. You had to carry at 
least five, two-hundred-page books 
with you when you were going to 
school because every class had its 
own book. And I’m not even talk-
ing about the notebooks you had 
to bring with you for every class. 
Oh, and yes, there were no lockers. 
So you have to carry those things 
around with you at all times.

While online classes were a 
thing during the lockdown, after 
that, teachers didn’t use google 
classroom at all. They either gave 
homework from the books that the 
government provided us, or they 
made us buy separate books to give 
homework assignments from. And 
the exams are quite different too. 
They’re really hard! And since you 

have so many classes it takes at least 
two weeks of non-stop two-hour-
long exams every day.

You have to take an exam from 
every class you attend every semes-
ter to graduate. Teachers do other 
exams regularly. And there isn’t a 
credit system, so you can’t make 
up for a failed exam. You only get a 
single chance to make it right. What 
you get from the exam is what you 
get as a score that semester. 

If we look at it from social inter-
action, there are many more projects 
and activities here.

I was in the Turkish education 
system for more than 10 years Are 
those 10 years wasted? Of course 
not. At least I hope so! I’ve learned 
more than I could’ve imagined. But 
again, I could have learned a lot 
more if the education system was 
more compatible with me, and my 
friends from Turkey would agree 
with me on this too.

The school used to end at 4 PM. 
My school was quite far away from 
my home so it would be around 5 
PM that I would get back home. Five 
days a week I felt like there was no 
time to spend on the things I liked 
but I still did those things as every 
other teen would. I didn’t know how 
to use my time so I ended up wast-
ing it. Now I think I have learned 
how to use my time efficiently, and 
my education in Turkey could have 
been much more efficient and ben-
eficial, but I guess I learned it the 
hard way. 

In Turkey, you also need to 
take a placement test to qualify for 
the kind of high school you will 
be attending. There are mainly 
three options: a science and math-
based high school, a language and 
literature-based high school, and a 
general high school.

From a normal perspective, 
high schools having these differ-
ent types should be a good thing, 
because students could carve a path 
for themselves by choosing the type 

of school that would help them the 
most in their academic journey and 
life itself. That is until you realize 
you can’t actually choose any high 
school at all. There is a placement 
test, and if you fail it, your whole life 
is doomed, or that was how our par-
ents and teachers portrayed it to be. 
And you don’t even need to fail the 
test to be seen as a failure by some 
parents and teachers; if you are not 
in the top 5% of all of the students 
you are not accepted to the science-
based high school because every 
child’s grandma seems to want 
them to be a doctor, they all seem to 
go through this experience. These 
13-year-old kids study for more than 
ten hours a day for a whole year to 
prepare for a single test that they are 
taught to think would change their 
life forever.

Think about how much stress 
would build up from thinking that 
your entire future depends on this 
single test. Think about how many 
kids get depression and anxiety 
from that. After the test, where ev-
ery single child and their respective 
parents would meet outside the 
school, so many students left crying 
their eyes out.

As for the buildings, most 
schools in Turkey have one build-
ing with a big hallway, every class 
can be accessed from the hallway on 
their respective floor. A small base-
ment floor for special occasions and 
events like theater and announce-
ments that could barely fit three 
classes at once, forget the whole 
school. We had a lab that we used 
twice a year. Surprisingly, my high 
school had another building as a 
gym that was about the same size as 
the announcement room. We liked it 
though because no other school in 
my town had an indoor gym. Until 
its ceiling flew off after a storm.

Almost all of the high schools 
have student dorms in Turkey since 
there are a lot of students whose 
house is far away from their school. 
Also, their families think that living 
with teachers and other students 
would make them more produc-
tive, and eager to study and behave 
as they wanted. In the end, most of 
the students that still stayed sane 
through the first semester that they 
stayed in the dorm would try to live 
with their families after their experi-
ence.

As for clubs and other activi-
ties, we went on a single trip while I 
was studying there. And we stayed 
for one day. We woke up at 5 AM 
and arrived home at 4 AM without 
sleep. Covid must have affected last 
year’s trips but this year wasn’t any 
different. And there are no clubs, 
no gatherings, no events, no special 
days, and no fun scheduled into the 
day.

A class from turkey at a private school. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY EFE AK-
DEMIR

Continued on page 19

...and the differences within the education systems
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Malden Winter Festival
Zhi Zhu
Reporter

Artists in Malden got an oppor-
tunity to display their work to 

the public during Malden’s second 
Winter Festival. The festival was 
almost like a large consolidated gal-
lery outside, in which one can check 
out cool pieces of art made by local 
businesses with the addition of fun, 
festive type feels.

Occurring on November 20th, 
there was a wide variety of art 
displayed to be bought at the festi-
val from jewelry to cosmetics and 
tableware. Even a DJ was playing 
live music to lighten the mood! The 
temperature was frigid that day, but 
nevertheless, a number of people 
still showed up to the festival to buy 
some art—including Mayor of Mal-
den Gary Christenson!

The Mayor shared that the Mal-
den Winter Festival started after the 
early stages of COVID lockdown be-
cause the lockdown had prevented 
businesses from being able to keep 
up with their businesses and getting 
their work out.

With this in mind, the festival 
has allowed local businesses to 
showcase their art products in Mal-
den, potentially helping to boost 
their sales! “We just knew they had a 
really difficult number of years, and 
so every event that we did coming 
out, we wanted to involve our small 
business owners,” Christenson em-
phasized.

The festival “brings us to-
gether and that is always important 
no matter what time of the year,” 
Christenson expressed. A sense of 
community and togetherness is 
extremely important— especially 
during one of the toughest few years 
the world has had—with small busi-

A plethora of goods displayed by local businesses on tables at Malden City 
Hall. ZHI ZHU

Mayor of Malden Gary Christenson helping out local businesses, buying their art. ZHI ZHU

Customer checking out art displayed for sale at a table. ZHI ZHU

nesses being most impacted. “We 
knew coming out that we wanted to 
come up with ways to help our lo-
cal businesses recover, and so, these 
festivals have done that.”

However, the second Winter 
Festival seemed to have been scaled 
down compared to its hosting the 
previous year. This year, the festival 
was located right outside Malden 
City Hall, which was a drastic 
change compared to last year’s more 

general location.
In contrast to this year’s fes-

tival, it saw more attendees and 
activities all along Pleasant Street. 
However this year, I’ve noticed that 
there were no games nor people 
who dressed in inflatable festive cos-
tumes that the festival had brought 
last year. It raises the question of 
whether local businesses are seem-
ingly starting to recover from the 
pandemic and whether the festival 

is starting to phase out.
One thing is certain, though: 

what the Mayor likes about the 
festival is that it brings the  com-
munity together. “That has never 
been so important after what we’ve 
been through over the past couple of 
years; that’s what I like best.”

The Winter Festival has 
brought many businesses in Malden 
great help, and citizens a great work 
of art!
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World Cup Moves to Knockout Stage
Gabe Feshaie
Head Copy-Editor

The group stage of the World Cup 
has progressed far over the past 

2 weeks, and already it nears its 
conclusion. The nations of the world 
have played their hearts out, and 
hundreds of millions around the 
world have watched eagerly to see 
the conclusion of highly-promoted 
games. With the closing out of the 
group stage, 16 teams will be going 
home, as the knockout rounds begin 
this Saturday.

The United States of America 
posted a much better result than 
anyone expected, tying with Eng-
land and Wales and ultimately 
beating out Iran for the second spot 
in the round of 16. Along with Eng-
land, they form the 2 teams passing 
from Group B. Doubtless, many 
Welsh and Iranians are heartbroken 
at these proceedings.

In Group A, the Netherlands 
coasted to an easy qualification, 
as they posted a draw against Ec-
uador and handily defeated their 
opponents in Senegal and Qatar. 
However, Senegal managed to score 
a hard-fought victory against Ecua-
dor, claiming the second spot in that 
group. On Saturday, the Netherlands 
will go up against the United States, 
as the first match in the knockout 
stage. Senegal will play England on 
Sunday, closing off the finalists of 
Groups A and B.

In Group C, Argentina deliv-
ered on their assumptions of clear 
qualification, defeating both Poland 
and Mexico for the spot. However, 
with the victory of Mexico against 
Saudi Arabia, the circumstances 
created a situation where neither 

Mexico or Saudi Arabia qualified, 
with the second spot instead going 
to Poland, giving the Poles their best 
result at the World Cup since the 
1980s.

In Group D, France was taken 
to be the biggest team in the group, 
and lived up to that expectation 
until the end: losing in a shock up-

set to Tunisia. However, this could 
not stop the French momentum, as 
France qualified for the group stage. 
Tunisia’s upset couldn’t save them 
either, as the Australian team dealt 
with Denmark in quick order and 
secured the second spot.

Group F squared off with 
matches between Croatia and Bel-

gium and Morocco and Canada. 
Morocco won their matchup and 
was able to pass on in the first spot, 
with Croatia in the second spot.

Group E will play after that, 
with matchups between Japan and 
Spain and Costa Rica and Germany. 
Spain is favored to pass on in the 
first rank of the group, with Japan 
and Costa Rica tied for points and 
Germany in a distant fourth. It ap-
pears that the second spot is a tos-
sup between all three teams.

Group H consists of matchups 
between South Korea and Portugal, 
and Ghana and Uruguay. Portugal is 
already qualified for the group stage 
of the cup, with any scenario lead-
ing to them being in either the first 
or second spot. The other spot, then, 
is in contention between Ghana and 
Uruguay, and that match will deter-
mine who receives the spot.

Group G, the final group to 
play before the knockout stage 
begins, will consist of matchups 
between Serbia and Switzerland 
and Cameroon and Brazil. Brazil, 
on virtue of their performance, has 
already managed to qualify for the 
knockout stage, leaving the second 
spot in contention between Switzer-
land and Serbia.

Irrespective of your opinion 
of who should have won or lost, it 
is a great thing to see people from 
all over the world come together in 
appreciation of the sport. Many are 
cheering, many are sad, and many 
more are waiting for the next Cup, 
this time in our own USA. For now, 
it’s nice enough to just sit back and 
enjoy the beautiful game.

This is an image from the Tasnim News Agency website is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 

Soccer stadium. Original public domain image from Wikimedia Commons

A smartboard that is used for education in Turkey. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY 
AYGUL SAVATYAPAN.

Hall with decorations of Fatih Sultan Mehmed. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY 
AYGUL SAVATYAPAN.

Continued from page 17



20 The Blue and Gold
December 2022

maldenblueandgold.com

Sports

JUNIORS SHUT DOWN SENIORS IN 
ANNUAL POWDERPUFF GAME

Thanksgiving rolled around 
quickly, and at Malden High 

School, that means the annual Pow-
derpuff flag football game between 
the junior and senior girls was ready 
to commence. The game was played 
yearly up until 2018 when it took a 
three-year hiatus. In 2021, the tradi-
tion resumed and many hope that it 
lasts for a long time.

Before the game, Class of 2024 
advisor Kristen Kirby spoke about 
the importance of a women’s football 
event at the high school. “I think that 
it’s really important,” she explained. 
“I know that there are a few females 
that do play football, but not very 
many. It is great to expose them to 
something that they could be inter-
ested in and later pursue.” She also 
commented on how the game needs 
to be revived at the school. “It used 
to be big, but it has lost interest in 
the past couple of years so we need 
to boost that up again.”

This year, the game would have 
eleven players on each side going 
at it on a 40-yard field. Each team 
had one or two subs at a time. The 
game would only be played in one 
direction with all drives starting at 
that 40-yard line, meaning intercep-
tions and fumbles were blown dead. 
There would be four downs given 
with a first-down marker 20 yards 
from the end zone. No lineman 
position would be in effect, with 
all players besides the quarterback 
lining up as either wide receiver or 
cornerback. Four quarters of fifteen 
minutes, timed by sole referee Mi-
chael Lightbody, would be played. 
Besides that, this is your average 
flag football game.

A few players from the boys’ 
football team decided to help coach 
the girls during the game. The junior 
team was coached by Kirby, Julie 
Grillon, and Shannon Votaw. The 
senior team had no official coach, 
but Lightbody advised their substi-
tutions.

Mayor Gary Christensen came 

out to the field for the coin toss. The 
seniors won the toss and elected to 
receive. The juniors would receive 
the ball to start the second half.

The seniors’ first drive went 
absolutely nowhere. The junior de-
fense was too strong and a two-yard 
completion on fourth down wasn’t 
even close to the first down marker. 
The juniors took over and threw a 
quick pass to Victoria Gammon for 
a spectacular first down. Unfortu-
nately for them, Ramneet Chahal’s 
pass was intercepted in the endzone 
by senior Mindy Nguyen. The first 
series of possessions ended without 
a score.

Once again, the seniors couldn’t 
move the football. Four consecutive 
incompletions resulted in another 
turnover and the juniors received 
the ball back. The potential that they 
showed on the last drive paid off 
and Chahal completed a few passes 
before delivering the game’s first 
touchdown strike to Abigail Mor-
rison.

A rebound was needed for 
the struggling senior offense. For 
the first time, quarterback Peyton 
Lightbody moved the team near the 
first-down line. Unfortunately, a lob 
pass was intercepted by the speedy 
Gammon and the juniors went on 
offense again. They once again ex-
hibited success on their next drive as 
Chahal led them inside the ten. On 
fourth down, the pass went to Gam-
mon but a great flag pull by senior 
Amy Palenza held the juniors short 
as the first quarter came to a close.

After a quick break, the seniors 
went back out on the field. Once 
again, nothing was working. The of-
fense was unable to complete more 
than one pass on the drive and the 
juniors took the ball. Finally, the se-
niors were able to catch a break. New 
quarterback Morrison completed a 

pass on fourth down and thought 
she had a touchdown until a block-
ing penalty was called, resulting in 
a turnover. This is what the seniors 
needed to start moving the ball.

But yet again, a few solid pass-
es weren’t enough to acquire a first 
down. Another turnover on downs 
gave possession to the juniors. 
However, the senior defense came 
through again. Morrison’s first pass 
of the drive was intercepted master-
fully by the outstretched arms of Tia 
Sljuka. That defensive momentum 
was simply not enough for the in-
adequate senior offense who would 
throw another interception two 
plays later to Jayden Caplis.

The next junior drive would 
end up being their last of the half. 
Morrison completed a few passes 
down the field to advance inside 
the 15 yard-line. All of a sudden, 
that momentum halted. Minimal 
gains and an incompletion on fourth 
down gave the seniors one last pos-
session to end the half on a good 
note. Longlast, it seemed that things 
would end that way. Lightbody 
finally made some completions to 
move the team inside the ten. On the 
final fourth down play of the half, a 
pass into the endzone targeted at 
Palenza fell incomplete and the half-
time whistle blew.

Halftime was a much-needed 
break for both sides. Offensively, 
both teams were struggling to find 
the endzone. The seniors were un-
able to move the ball at all while the 
juniors had a few costly turnovers 
and penalties that held them from 
opening up the game. Still, those 
juniors held a 6-0 halftime lead over 
a senior class that had managed just 
one first down during the first two 
quarters.

The juniors received the ball 
to begin the second half, and they 

looked incredible. Morrison drove 
down the field before a strike to 
Alina Dao who fought through con-
tact to dive in for a touchdown. This 
brought a 12-0 lead to the younger 
side to begin the quarter. The rest 
of the third quarter was extremely 
sloppy. Two senior drives and two 
junior drives all resulted in a turn-
over on downs as the quarter came 
to an end.

The same pattern continued to 
start the fourth quarter as another 
senior drive ended with a 4th down 
incompletion. Just when the hope 
of any offensive success seemed to 
be lost, especially after the game’s 
only sack by Sjlaka, Chahal threw 
a short pass to Dao who maneu-
vered around two defenders for an 
unbelievable 44-yard touchdown 
reception. With the score at 18-0 in 
the fourth quarter, the win looked 
inevitable for the junior class.

Two senior possessions and 
one junior possession would result 
in incompletions on fourth down. 
On the final play of the game, the 
seniors walked off the field on a 
high note after Morrison threw an 
interception to Palenza. Regardless 
of that, the junior class was thrilled 
to walk out of MacDonald Stadium 
with an 18-0 victory over the senior 
class.

Lightbody had mixed feelings 
about the matchup. “Disappoint-
ing loss, but I think we all had fun 
during spirit week and that’s all that 
matters.” She also “loved playing 
quarterback” even though the of-
fense didn’t find the endzone.

Although the game wasn’t too 
close, both the juniors and seniors 
had a great time playing football. 
While the seniors will move on from 
the school, the juniors are sure to 
play for the senior team next year as 
the longtime tradition continues.

The teams pose for a post-game picture. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY ISABELLA OLIVEIRA

Alina Dao runs down the sideline for 
a touchdown after avoiding a de-
fender. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY 
ISABELLA OLIVEIRA

Ryan Coggswell
Reporter
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Malden Girls Volleyball Team Malden Girls Volleyball Team 

Hosts FundraiseR TournamentHosts FundraiseR Tournament

While the fall volleyball season 
has come to an end, the fun 

has not. The Malden Girls Volleyball 
team hosted its third annual 6v6 
Tournament last Monday.

The Girls’ Varsity team finished 
the 2022 season with a 15-6 overall 
record. They earned a spot in the Di-
vision One state tournament for the 
second year in a row and finished 
behind only Revere and Medford in 
the Greater Boston League. It is clear 
that the girls worked extremely hard 
this year to have a great season.

Coach Daniel Jurkowski rec-
ognizes this success. Every year, the 
team hosts an end-of-season ban-
quet to honor the players. Jurkowski 
described it as a “great occasion to 
celebrate the season and everything 
we accomplished.” A few years ago, 
some players came up with a great 
solution to banquet fundraising; 
hence, the tournament was born.

There were plenty of rules in 
place to keep the fundraiser fair 
for all. The tournament was open 
to all people and contained both a 
varsity and junior varsity division. 
Teams were considered varsity 
level if any player on the team had 
played on the school’s varsity vol-
leyball teams. Varsity teams could 
only have a maximum of three boys 
on the court. The games would be 
played on a unisex net in a double-
elimination bracket. Unlike school 
volleyball, the games would not 
have set but instead be played in a 
single game to 21.

The four junior varsity teams 
were the Malden Crows, Santa’s Lit-
tle Helpers, the Duckateers, and V 
Bomb. These teams were composed 
of junior varsity and freshman vol-
leyball players as well as other stu-
dents from the school who did not 
play the sport.

In this JV Division, the first-
round matchups were very even. 
The Malden Crows and Duckateers 
battled all the way to the end of the 

game, but the latter came away with 
a victory. Santa’s Little Helpers had 
a bit of an easier time taking a vic-
tory against V Bomb, who would be 
sent to an elimination game against 
the Malden Crows.

Unfortunately for V Bomb, they 
couldn’t hang on in their matchup 
and were eliminated from the tour-
nament. In the winning matchup, 
Santa’s Little Helpers took down the 
Duckateers handily. This brought 
them to the championship game. 
The Duckateers, on the other hand, 
were forced to play an elimination 
game against the Crows for a spot in 
that championship.

Once again, the Malden Crows 
came through when they needed it 
most. They eliminated the Ducka-
teers and moved on to face an 
undefeated juggernaut in Santa’s 
Little Helpers that had cruised to 
the championship game. The cham-
pionship game went the same way. 
The Crows couldn’t take down the 
beast, and Santa’s Little Helpers 
took the JV division championship 
with an undefeated record.

Two juniors from Santa’s 
Little Helpers, Gil Antonio Lawson 
and Kauan Da Silva, spoke about 
their performance after the game. 
Lawson said that while the game 
wasn’t very close, “the Malden 
Crows in the finals were definitely 
the toughest competitor.” Da Silva 
thought that the team was very well 
balanced: “Our strengths were ev-
erywhere. Everyone on the team did 
everything well.” When asked what 
strategy the team used to win, Da 
Silva gave a simple answer: “pass 
well, set good, hit hard.”

Five varsity teams signed up to 
compete. The teams were the Fruity 
Pebbles, Keira and Friends, Yak At-
tack, Team JONG, and the Mighty 
Pancakes. Keira and Friends were 
given a first-round bye in the top 
bracket because they won the tour-
nament one year ago.

Just like the JV division, the 
varsity games started very competi-

tively. Team JONG and the Fruity 
Pebbles took their opening match 
to a 21-21 tie, both seeking that two-
point advantage needed to win. Ju-
nior Victor Desouza took control and 
slammed an earth-shattering kill for 
a 23-21 Team JONG victory. In the 
other game, the Mighty Pancakes 
and Yak Attack brought the score 
to 20-20. Yak Attack hung on with 
a 23-21 win after Coach Jurkowski, 
who was playing for the team, de-
livered a great hit to the back of the 
court that snuck inside the line for a 
game-winning point.

In the next game, Yak Attack 
would take on top seeded Keira 
and Friends. That one game of rest 
proved advantageous as Keira and 
Friends took an early lead and never 
backed down for a 21-14 win. The 
elimination game between the two 
first-round losers was potentially 
the most exciting of the entire tour-
nament. The Fruity Pebbles and 
Mighty Pancakes swapped points 
throughout the game, leading to 
a 20-20 tie. A few more hits were 
exchanged before the Pancakes 
escaped with a 24-22 victory. The 
undeniable player of the game was 
Junior Ezechiel Noelsaint, who 
surprisingly saved the team with 
powerful hits even though he plays 
varsity baseball in the spring.

The next games would feature 
two undefeated teams, Keira and 
Friends and Team JONG, as well 
as an elimination game between 
the Mighty Pancakes and Yak At-
tack. The former was not very close. 
While both Keira and Friends and 
JONG were even for a bit, Team 
JONG rocketed out to a 18-11 advan-
tage and a late comeback attempt 
couldn’t stop the 21-17 victory. The 
elimination game had a similar 
story. The Mighty Pancakes took 
an early advantage and ran with it 
to eliminate Yak Attack. This would 
put the Pancakes in their third 
straight elimination game against 
Keira and Friends for a spot in the 

championship finale against JONG.
Both teams knew what was 

on the line when they stepped onto 
the court. Back and forth, the teams 
went at it in the closest game of the 
day. The score was tied six separate 
times during the match, but Keira 
and Friends seemed to consistently 
be the one jumping ahead. The 
Pancakes stellar run was ended by 
a score of 21-19, sending Keira and 
Friends to the championship in a 
rematch against JONG.

This championship match 
would be a winner-take-all single 
game to 25 points. Both teams 
started even, bringing the score to 
five each. Keira and Friends began 
then went on a solid scoring run and 
earned a four point advantage at a 
score of 12-8. Out of nowhere, Team 
JONG caught fire. They scored five 
in a row to take a 13-12 advantage. 
Once the score hit 15-all, JONG really 
showed what they could do. Again, 
five straight points went their way, 
leading Keira and Friends into a 
very tough situation. They couldn’t 
recover, and senior Kyle Lee’s kill 
gave Team JONG a championship 
victory by the score of 25-19.

Aiden Tham, a Team JONG 
member, was very confident about 
his team’s performance. “Nobody 
could pass like us, nobody could 
hit like us, nobody could set like us, 
and nobody could block like us. We 
were just the best at everything.” 
It’s difficult to argue with Tham 
as JONG went undefeated in their 
road to victory. He said that their 
winning strategy was to “jump high 
and hit the ball hard,” very similar 
to what Da Silva said about JV win-
ning Santa’s Little Helpers.

Overall, the fundraiser was 
great for the program. They made 
$140 in profit with ticket sales and 
had an energetic and supportive 
crowd. Competition is always fun, 
and Malden volleyball is sure to 
have a great banquet to cap off their 
incredible season after this event.

Ryan Coggswell
Reporter

Santa’s Little Helpers, the winning team in the JV bracket. JESSICA LI

Left to right: Sophomore Kevin Lin jumps up for a powerful hit;Junior Kauan 
Da Silva smacks the ball over the net JESSICA LI 
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FOOTBALL 
AT FENWAY

Aiden Brett attempts a pass. NATHAN DEAN

Kevin Exilhomme pushes through the onslaught of Medford. NATHAN DEAN

Medford Students cheer on the Mustang. NATHAN DEAN

Continued from front page

which was found after Exilhomme 
rushed for ten yards, followed up by 
junior Davien McGuffie’s 21-yard 
rush to kickstart the Golden Torna-
dos’ offense.

Medford would produce some 
costly penalties, such as pass inter-
ference, that gave Malden a first 
down and a following face mask 
tackle, and another automatic first 
down. With excellent field position-
ing, Exilhomme was eager to score 
his second touchdown of the game 
after he picked up 15 yards to move 
the ball to Medford’s doorstep, but 
it would have to wait since the game 
had hit the end of the first quarter.

The Golden Tornados did not 
waste any time at the start of the 
second quarter with Exilhomme 
rushing into the endzone from three 
yards out and sophomore quarter-
back Aiden Brett finding Paulding 
on the two-point conversion to give 
Malden a commanding 22-0 lead.

The next six minutes became 
a heavy defensive battle after Fils 
and Lange had back-to-back TFLs 
to force the Mustangs to, yet again, 
punt. This was followed by an im-
pressive outing for the Mustang’s 
defense as they forced Exilhomme 
to work hard for his catches and 
rushes. Eventually, Malden figured 
out their running game again with 
Exilhomme picking up another 10-
yard gain, but the offense slowed 
down, leaving Malden forced to 
punt for the first time in the game.

Exilhomme produced an-
other huge play on defense after he 
screamed off the edge of the line to 
wrap up Medford’s running back 
for a loss of a yard, which forced a 
Medford 3-and-out with another 

punt on 4th down. 
Despite the difficulties on of-

fense, the Mustangs proved again 
that their defense would try and 
keep them in this game after Chris-
tian Jordan hit Exilhomme for a loss 
of five yards, but Brett was able to 
keep the Golden Tornados whirling 
with a huge 30-yard completion to 
Paulding on 3rd down. Medford 
was able to respond by locking 
down Malden’s receivers to force 
back-to-back incompletions and 
with that came the end of the second 
quarter and the first half with Mal-
den leading 22-0.

Medford would come fir-
ing out of the gates after copying 
Malden with their own kick return 
touchdown to open the second half 
and topped it off with a successful 
PAT to cut the lead to 22-7 Malden. 
They then tried to catch Malden off 
guard with a harder-to-handle squib 
kick, but the ball was accidentally 
sent out of bounds at the 50-yard 
line, which is where Malden would 
start with the ball.

In an attempt to keep the drive 
alive after Medford’s defense had 
been all over Malden, Brett would 
throw out a pass to Paulding to 
extend their possession on fourth 
down. Back-to-back penalties would 
limit Malden by starting on a 1st and 
17. Despite Exilhomme performing 
an amazing move to make his way 
around a Medford defensive back, 
Malden could not convert on fourth 
down. 

The difference between the first 
and second halves for Medford’s 
offense would continue to be set as 
they could not be slowed down by 
Malden’s defense even on a 3rd and 

9 or a 4th and 1. With their sights 
set on the endzone, Medford tried 
to run an end-around pass to catch 
Malden off guard, but they lost con-
trol of the ball after being tackled 

and senior Andrew Louis found the 
ball and recovered it for the Golden 
Tornados close to their own endzone 
again.

Unlike the last scenario with 
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Davian Mcguffie attempts a tackle. Kavin Exilhomme later assits forc-
ing a fumble and scoring the second touchdown of the game. NA-
THAN DEAN

Kevin Exilhomme attempts to break through three medford defenders.  
NATHAN DEAN

Junior Felix DaCosta contesting the Medford receiver on a deep pass. 
NATHAN DEAN 

The Medford Mustangs quarterback scrambles for a first down. NATHAN 
DEAN.

Malden Tornados Beat medford mustangs 
34 to 15 at the 135th meeting at fenway

Malden close to their own endzone, 
Medford was almost able to force a 
safety, but Brett was tackled exactly 
at the one-yard line and Malden was 
eventually forced to punt and end 
the third quarter.

With excellent field position-
ing again, Medford would strike for 
their second touchdown of the game 
after running back. Luiz Barbosa 
ran for 29 yards and punched in 
the two-point conversion to cut the 
lead to 22-15. The Mustangs would 
try another trick on special teams 
with an onside kick which failed 
and Malden gained possession on 
Medford’s 45-yard line.

Brett would command the 
offense down the field with short 
passes that kept the clock running 
and picked up first down after first 
down until Exilhomme found the 
endzone for the third time on a 
seven-yard run. Malden could not 
pick up the two-point conversion, 
so their lead was now 28-15. Brett 
would continue his excellent play 
this quarter after dropping in a great 
kick that forced Medford to start on 
their 15-yard line.

Despite some smart play calls 
by Medford—one of which being a 
21-yard sweep run—DaCosta read 
the quarterback’s eyes perfectly as 
he picked him off to set Malden up 
with the ball at Medford’s 15-yard 
line. Yet again, Brett made an amaz-
ing throw after threading the needle 
to McGuffie for a touchdown from 
15 yards out to increase their lead to 
34-15.

With only 6:49 left on the clock 
and Medford being down multiple 
touchdowns, they needed to score a 
touchdown quickly if they wanted a 
shot at winning this game. Instead of 
running short passes that would go 
out of bounds to save time, Medford 
tried going for the deep ball on all 
three downs, all of which resulted in 
incompletions or deflections. With 
one last shot to win the game, Med-
ford looked downfield on a go route 
to gain huge yards, but the ball fell 
short and Malden gained possession 
with 6:30 left on the clock.

Exilhomme was able to ice 
the game with numerous runs to 
close out a performance he’ll never 
forget, and Malden was able to win 
the game 34-15. The easy choice 
for the Blue and Gold Player of the 
Game is going to Kevin Exilhomme 
after he took over for senior Mak 
Coulanges-Blaise, who was out due 
to injury, and finished with a stat 
line of 29 carries for 80 yards and 3 
touchdowns—one of which came on 
special teams. 

Brett was also pleased with 
Exilhomme’s performance. “Kevin 
played great. He really helped me 
out.” He also mentioned that he 
owed “a lot of credit to the rest of 
the team, the coaches, and the play-
calling.” Besides the excellent result 
of tonight’s game, the young quar-
terback thinks that his team will be 
just as helpful next season. “Most of 

our offensive and defensive line is 
coming back next year. Our starting 
receivers will be back. Most of our 
defense is coming back. We’re going 
to have great momentum heading 
into next year.”

Freshman Devon Wallace al-
luded to the great experience of the 
game. “It was a dream that I have 
had for many years to play there. It 
all hit me when we were under Fen-
way doing warmups in the tunnel. 
It was really surreal.” Wallace was 
especially fond of this year’s coach-
ing staff. “Our coaches were phe-
nomenal. They took their role very 
seriously and I appreciate that.” The 
young player is looking forward to 
having a great offseason this winter.

Coach Exilhomme had lots 
to say about the matchup. He was 
grateful for the opportunity, saying 
“you don’t choose these things, they 
you. These are moments in time that 
choose you so for us to be part of it 
is just great.” The victory made him 
proud of his players. “I’m proud of 
how the team has battled injuries 
and overcome their obstacles.” As 
for this game specifically, he said 
“this was a young team and for 
them to finish strong and play the 
way they did was incredible.”

He was also excited about the 
upcoming offseason. “We’re going 
to do the same recipe in the offsea-
son [as last year] and try to put that 
same group of boys out there for next 
year. And hopefully, we stay healthy 
and get a couple of transfers to come 
in to help smooth things out to help 
us with depth, which has been our 
biggest issue.” He was happy with 
the number of kids looking to play 
the sport. “It looks like we are going 
to have between 40 and 45 kids put-
ting in time for the next nine months 
which is all it takes to win and be 
successful.”

While the players and coaches 
surely enjoyed their time at Fenway 
Park, fans can definitely say the 
same. They got to watch their high 
school football team battle it out in 
a rivalry game at the oldest baseball 
stadium in Major League Baseball. 
Whether they were in a luxury box 
or a red seat, it was astonishing to 
experience history. Obviously, the 
stands were a lot more empty than 
usual, but a solid crowd still came 
out to watch the game. Coach Ex-
ilhomme was definitely correct in 
describing the game as one “they 
will never forget.”

Malden students and fans are 
sure to be thrilled with the game’s 
outcome. Medford on the other 
hand, not so much. Regardless, ev-
eryone will never forget that time 
the Malden Golden Tornados and 
the Medford Mustangs battled it out 
in “America’s Most Beloved Ball-
park”. Malden Football is excited to 
work hard this offseason and come 
out better than ever in next year’s 
edition of one of high school foot-
ball’s greatest rivalries.
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