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class of 2027 had an-

Yen Nguyen nounced the theme
Head of Local of JVs to be “Teen
- LS B each

On one side - Movie”, a
of the stage '} ¢ comedic  film
were tough and bold | /] that follows two

bikers, and on the [
other were color-
ful and carefree
surfers. The spirit-
ed turf war between
the two rivals echoed
throughout the entire
auditorium, and for
the first time in a long
time, Malden High got
a taste of summer as
the first night of Junior
Varieties on March 6th
kicked off.

Back in January, the

= 4 modern-day teen
. surfers who tele-

port to a musical,
“Wet-Side  Sto-
ry”. The musical,
a twist on 1961’s
“West Side Story,”
revolves around a
heated rivalry be-
tween bikers and
surfers. Trapped

in the movie, the
two protagonists, Mack
and Brady, interfere with
the plot and are forced to

Sophomore
Jayden Gonzalez
sprinting 4x400
relay. EMILLY
WEIHRAUCH
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'The actors of Junior Varieties give a final appearance at the end of Act 2 as they dance and cheer. YEN NG

fix the storyline so that
they could return to their
real lives.

In between all thirteen
performances, acts in
which students would act
as bikers and surfers from
the musical, would bring
the story to the stage, en-
tertain the audience, and
introduce each set of per-
formers. Student actors
included Blue and Gold
Managing Editor Alexia
Lima, Head of Sports Ev-
elyn Ruan, juniors Joan
Diaz Vargas, Ivan Chen,
Raquel Ferreira, Ema
Xhindi, Aya Tafraoui,
Yawen Zuo, Karllens Pet-
ion, and Ken Lin.

“I loved acting in JVs.

It was such a fun expe-
rience that I will always
look back on,” Ferreira,
who played main charac-
ter Mack, expressed.

ACT 1:

The night began with
the performance of Be-
abadoobee’s  indie-pop
song “Beaches,” per-
formed by “The Shoelac-
es”. With a cool teal light
cast on the stage, the band
set the perfect summer
vibe to launch the first
day of JVs. Lead guitarist
junior Cathen Fontanilla
led the instrumental as
rhythm guitarist senior
Audrey Nguyen support-
ed, and their tunes tied to-
gether groovily with the
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consistent drums from se-
nior Sean Cochran. Junior
singers Keira Celicourt
and Jhillian Dumo gave
a captivating, upbeat duet
that stirred a spark in the
crowd.

Dumo explained how
they decided on Beaches
because it met their cri-
teria. “It was a popular
song that people could
sing along to, it was up-
beat, not too repetitive,”
and “it just happened to
match the theme of JVs.”

Celicourt added,

“Being able to say that
I opened JVs made the
whole experience really
special, and I would defi-

Continued on page 5

Juniors Joan Diaz Vargas and Ivan Chen rocking out on stage to introduce Act 2. YEN NGUYEN

Two Malden residents holding an American flag and "ICE KILLS"
sign. KEVIN PRUM
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STATE OF

THE CITY

Malden’s Annual
State of the City:
What’s Going on
Right Now, and
What’s Going to
Happen?

Israa Howard
Reporter

n March 18th 2026,

Maldonians  gath-
ered at the Teen/Senior
center in Malden to watch
the annual State of the
City. The State of the City
is an event hosted every
year where local officials
discuss the condition
their city is in, whether
it is financially or recre-
ationally. Speakers like
Mayors, City Councilors,
and Superintendents are
among the most common
at the events.

As Malden residents
came pouring in, they
were greeted and checked
in by MTEC (Malden
Teen Enrichment Center)
employees. Stepping into
the room, the environ-
ment welcomed Malden
residents with food, mu-
sic, and a hand shake with
Malden’s superintendent,
Dr. Timothy Sippel.

Among the invited
parties was Lovedkids,
a Malden High School
club. Members volunteer
with kids of all ages and
more importantly have a
partnership with Malden
Reads every Wednesday
in the school library for
a Mini Writers Den with
K-8 students. They were
recognized as commu-
nity partners by various
speakers throughout the
event.

“The environment was
really nice. It was very
formal. I felt as if I was
part of the city and I felt
like it was really a com-
munity based environ-
ment. We were all appre-
ciating in different ways
like for example Malden
Reads and Love for Kids
was definitely seen as a
community-based orga-
nization so I was really
grateful for that kind of
environment,” Senior
President of Love4kids
Eldana Abrhame ex-
pressed.

“The environment was
very professional, and I
thought that it was real-
ly interesting to be in an
environment like that.
And it allowed me to un-
derstand how to interact
in places like that from

» a young age,” Freshman

T GALLERY )° OEdom Abrhame,

who
also attended represent-
ing Loved4kids, stated.
After the reception,
Mayor Gary Christenson
took to the stage and be-
gan to thank residents
for attending and recog-
nized elected city offi-
cials like City Councilor
Peg Crowe, City Council
President Amanda Line-
han, City Councilor Ryan
Continued on page 4



